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“I believe in God the Father, maker of heaven and earth and in Jesus Christ his
only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified dead and buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he arose from the dead…”
This is the creed that we have affirmed throughout the season of Lent. We use
the creed even though historically we are not considered a “creedal” church. We recognize
each of the historic creeds as well as those most recent not as tests of faith. We understand
the creeds as expressions of faith that are based upon the one understanding that Christ Jesus
is the Son of God and is Lord and Savior of the world.
Sadly, I heard a few years back a professor being interviewed on NPR who in teaching a course
titled “The Problem of Evil” came to a troubling decision about his faith. He said that as he
recited the Apostles Creed each Sunday during worship there was only one phrase he could
profess with sincerity. The phrase that he could profess was, “he suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified dead and buried.” Here is a person who knows of evil in the world, whose
perspective is of a creator who is either uninvolved or uncaring. He wants there to be
something that will make rational the suffering that takes place in the world.
Evil is a challenge to the faithful with unanswerable questions. Why does God allow death take
the mother of young children? Why does God allow children to die before they have the
opportunity to truly live? Why does God allow the evil of school shootings? Why does God
allow hate and power to destroy whole communities because of race or religion? How often
we find ourselves only able to throw up our hands and shrug our shoulders in ignorance to the
work and ways of God and God’s good creation. But should this problem of evil cause a crisis of
Christian faith?
Christian faith acknowledges evil and suffering, yet, God faithfully hears our cries, tends our
sorrows and mends our broken hearts. Christian faith describes the day of crucifixion as “Good
Friday”, for, to have a resurrection, there had to be a death. Is the professor any less troubled
by evil than were the disciples gathered fearfully in the locked room following the arrest and
crucifixion of their beloved “teacher”?
It was however, in their time of fear that Jesus appeared to the disciples. We, like the disciple
Thomas, want to see and touch the risen Christ. We want to know God’s plan is intact for us
and that evil has not won. Indeed, blessed are they who have not seen and yet believe evil
does not have the final victory over life.
(continued on next page)
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APRIL
Sunday — 9:30 a.m. — Coffee/Social Time — Fellowship Hall
Sunday — 10:00 a.m. — Sunday School — 11:00 a.m. — Morning Worship Service
Wednesday — 10:30-11:15 a.m. — Prayer & Praise Service — Martha S. Persons Class
Wednesday — 12:30-3:00 p.m. — WCC Adult Art Classes — Fellowship Hall
Wednesday — 7:30 p.m. — Chancel Choir Rehearsal — Sanctuary
Thursday — 7:00 p.m. — Cub Scouts — Fellowship Hall
April 2

12:00 p.m.

6:30 p.m.

Circle #2 will meet in the home
of Jean Claud for lunch/
meeting.
M & Ms Circle will meet in the
home of Fran Smith for
dinner/meeting.

April 8

8:30 a.m.

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast in
the Fellowship Hall.

April 8

11:00 a.m.

Service of Holy Communion.

April 8

12:00 p.m.

Quarterly Church Conference.

April 15

10:00 a.m.

Children’s Hand Bell Choir
Rehearsal in their classroom.

April 22

1:00 p.m.

Board of Deacons Meeting in
the Fellowship Hall.

April 23

7:30 p.m.

Executive Committee Meeting
in the Fellowship Hall.

(continued from page 1)

“He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified and buried” is a strong phrase in our statement of faith if we understand the
suffering of our Savior was not an act of God. It was a choice of men. The apostle Paul wrote, “Although we were sinners,
Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8) He understood the problem is not with evil. The problem has to do with our choices and
the understanding of the truth of God’s unconditional love.
“We serve a risen Savior, he’s in the world today. I know that he is living, whatever men may say.” Evil abounds, but evil
cannot succeed if we choose Christ. For Christ is risen! Alleluia!
Your Servant in Christ, Pastor Sam

April 1

Isa 25:6-9

Ps 118:1-2, 14-24

I Cor 15:1-11

Jn 20:1-18

April 8

Acts 4:32-35

Ps 133

I Jn 1:1-22

Jn 20:19-31

April 15

Acts 3:12-19

Ps 4

I Jn 3:1-7

Lk 24:36b-48

April 22

Acts 4:5-12

Ps 23

I Jn 3:16-24

Jn 10:11-18

April 29

Acts 8:26-40

Ps 22:24-31

I Jn 4:7-21

Jn 15:1-8
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The Board of Deacons will be sponsoring our first
Movie on the Lawn May 19th. We will be showing
Disney’s “The Lion King” starting at 8:00 p.m. The
Men’s Fellowship and Women’s Fellowship will be
assisting in providing popcorn and other items. Come
and bring a comfortable lawn chair and join us. In case
of inclement weather the movie will be shown in the
Sanctuary!
***************
A special thank you to Fran Smith for planning the bowling
outing on March 18th. A great time was had by all and see
our Facebook page for some photos of those who attended.
We will be doing this again in the fall so please make plans
to attend — even if you don’t bowl come and cheer for
your church family!
Mike Roggmann, Chairperson

Continue to enjoy the art work in the lobby and Fellowship
Hall provided by the students in the WCC Adult Art Classes.
Winter Session classes meet on Wednesdays from 12:30 to
3:00 p.m. Artists may begin their art experience following
the “Prayer and Praise” Service about 11:30 — bring your
lunch.
We would love to have you join us — art reduces stress and
the class provides good companionship!
Hannah Wise Holland
Instructor
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Women’s Fellowship –
Loving

Learning

Kathy Queen, President

Laughing

Serving

We had 31 people to attend our World Day of Prayer Service. Thank you
Courtney Roggmann and Pastor Sam for the thoughtful service held last
month. Thanks also to Pinkie Bland for the delicious chili and Tom Queen for
the yummy brownie dessert. It was truly a good time of fellowship.

The Bible in 50 Words
God made
Adam bit
Noah arked
Abraham split
Joseph ruled
Jacob fooled
Bush talked
Moses balked
Pharaoh plagued
People walked
Sea divided
Tablets guided
Promise landed
Saul freaked
David peeked
Prophets warned
Jesus born
God walked
Love talked
Anger crucified
Hope died
Love rose
Spirit flamed
Word spread
God remained.
(I am not sure who wrote this;
I just recently found it in my files.
I apologize for not being able
to acknowledge the writer.)

Circle Meetings will be held on
Monday, April 2. All women of the
church are invited to come to one of
the circles on the 2nd.
Circle #2 will meet at 12:00 noon at
Jean Claud’s home.
M&M Circle will meet at 6:30 at
Fran Smith’s home with Heather
Goerger presenting the program.
Meet at the church at 6:00 for
carpooling. We will leave from the
church at 6:10.

Happy
Easter!
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The Pastoral Relations Committee is requesting two changes to the church's constitution to correct an error
and a misinterpretation made when it was designed years ago.
The changes will be voted on at the April Quarterly conference.
The first change is needed due to the members term ending dates that are not equal. As it is designed now, 1
member has a term that expires in 2018, 3 member’s terms expire in 2019 and 1 member’s term expires in
2020. A change needs to be made so that 1 member’s term expires in 2018, 2 member’s terms expire in 2019
and 2 member’s terms expire in 2020.
The proposed change would be to Section 7, paragraph 1, sentence #4.
The original sentence reads "Two (2) members are appointed by the current pastor after one full year of
tenure, one for a 2 year term and one for a 3 year term."
The updated sentence would read" Two (2) members are appointed by the current pastor after one full year of
tenure, both shall serve a 3 year term."
-----The second change that is needed is regarding the length of time the chairperson serves. The Pastoral
Relations Committee was designed to be a fluid committee, that means a committee that its internal dynamics
change over a short time frame, bringing fresh leadership and ideas.
This proposed change would be to Section 7, paragraph 5, sentence #1.
The original sentence reads "A chairperson and secretary shall be elected by its members to serve a period of
one year."
A new sentence would be added following the one above that would read "The chairperson should ideally
only serve as chairperson for one year but may not serve for more than two consecutive years."
DeWitt Holland, Chairperson
Rocketry at Virginia Tech is an organization dedicated to exploring high power
amateur rocketry, and sharing that experience with the rest of Virginia Tech. As
a design team, we compete in competitions across the country, continually
pushing the limits of what we know to go higher, faster,...
Charles Watson’s rocketry group is working on a project to launch a rocket again
in New Mexico and they are raising funds to help get them there — any
donations are appreciated. If you would like to donate, please visit https://
www.gofundme.com/rocketry-at-virginia-tech-team.
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The Bowling Outing on March 18th sponsored by the Board of Deacons was a HUGE success!!
I’m not sure if anyone was signed by a Bowling League but it certainly wasn’t for lack of trying.
We had 27 in attendance including six kids — everyone seemed to be having a blast!!
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We have been working to make sure our Sunday School team of teachers have what they need.
Don’t miss out on the amazing classes they bring each week. Be sure to check the chart below
to see who is teaching when!
Elementary

G. J. Holland

1st

Sunday

Anita Holland

Preschool

Fran Smith

Kay Stephenson

M. S. Persons

2nd

Dana Christensen

Fran Smith

3rd
4th
5th

Anita Holland
Anita Holland
Anita Holland

Fran Smith
Fran Smith
Fran Smith

Kathy Queen
Bentley Richardson
Connie Yeatman
Luann Scott
Rita Richardson
Rotating
Jim O’Briant
Hannah W. Holland

Pam Edwards

***Please note that this a standard schedule and teachers may need to alter their schedule with other
teachers.

Carter Goerger, Chairperson

Attention Men’s Fellowship!!!
Cub Scout Pack 41 needs your help. This past fall the BSA voted to
extend membership in all of its programs to both genders. As of
August 1, 2018, our Cub Scout Pack will be open to boys and girls
from Kindergarten through 5th grade. The implementation of this
change is up to the Men’s Fellowship. There are two ways this can
happen. The first choice is a full co-ed program that has boy dens
and girl dens (as prescribed by the BSA) within the same Pack. The
second choice is to have a boy Pack and a parallel girl Pack. They
would meet on separate nights and have separate events, although the opportunity to work together will
always be there. As the fellowship owns the charter to the pack, this requires a vote by the fellowship to direct
the current pack how to proceed. This is not an easy decision to make. Logistics such as membership
numbers (currently at 32), church space, available meeting nights, and other factors need to be considered
carefully. Please plan to attend the Men’s Fellowship breakfast in April to share your voice and prepare to
vote on how the Cub Scouts at our church should proceed. A question and answer period will be made
available at the breakfast, or you can contact Heather or Carter Goerger at 242-9575. Thank you for your
time, consideration, and your support.
Cub Scout Pack 41
Cubmaster, Carter Goerger
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Attendance
Date

Attendance

2/25/18

65

3/4/18

67

3/11/18

63

3/18/18

60

Sunday mornings, 9:30 a.m., WCC Fellowship Hall
Join us for coffee and social time before Sunday School

$14,911.00

Sunday School — 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship — 11:00 a.m.

2/25/18—3/18/18
* Includes Pledges/ Basket Offering/
Donations to Building Fund

Pastor: R. Samuel Askew
Administrative Secretary/Treasurer: Nancy Bland
Music Director: Sid Neighbours
Audio Technicians: Mike & Courtney Roggmann
Church Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday thru Friday —
9:00-1:00 p.m.

