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“Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you…

Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone his sins, they are     

forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”               

– John 20:21-23 

One of the songs I remember as a youth during the Sunday school 

opening exercise was “Burdens Are Lifted at Calvary.” The first verse reads: “Days 

are filled with troubles and cares; hearts are lonely and drear; burdens are lifted at 

Calvary. Jesus is very near.” 

I was reflecting on the passage from the gospel according to John concerning sins 

being forgiven of others as we have been forgiven. It was clear that the concern for 

Jesus was not so much our sins, but the burden inflicted by sin. When Jesus said to 

the woman, who had been targeted to be stoned by the crowd to go and sin no more, 

he was lifting the burden of shame, guilt, despair and fear from her life. How her 

circumstances in life had brought her to that moment was not Jesus’ present        

concern. He unburdened her and sent her away assured the past need no longer be a 

burden upon her life. 

What would it be like if our Christian discipleship involved being aware of sin not 

for the purpose of condemnation but to unburden the one whose life has been 

weighted down by sin? Many voices cry out for legislation to punish individuals for 

decisions that brought about unplanned pregnancy; a child’s injury and death due to 

the lack of a seatbelt, child’s car seat, or bike helmet; the division of families       

because of illegal immigration; and offensive statements. Yet legislation and      

lawsuits do not unburden, bring healing, or offer guidance for persons whose 

choices have brought suffering to themselves and others. 

The challenge to be a faithful disciple of Jesus Christ concerns the relationships we 

build around ourselves. We are to forgive as we have been forgiven. We are to turn 

the other cheek and to pray for those who cause us harm. However, it is easy to fall 

prey to sin when one sees and points out the faults of others. Meanwhile we hope 

that others will accept the excuses we make about our own failures. The apostle 

Paul included himself when he wrote that all persons fall short of the glory of God. 

It bears reflection that while we fall short of the glory of God, God turns the other 

cheek seeking to relieve us of the burden we bear.              (continued on next page) 
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MARCH 
 
 

Sunday — 9:30 a.m. — Coffee/Social Time — Fellowship Hall 
 

Sunday — 10:00 a.m. — Sunday School — 11:00 a.m. — Morning Worship Service 
 

Wednesday — 10:30-11:15 a.m. — Prayer & Praise Service — Sanctuary 
 

Wednesday — 12:30-3:00 p.m. — WCC Adult Art Classes —  Fellowship Hall 
 

Wednesday — 7:30 p.m. — Chancel Choir Rehearsal — Sanctuary 
 

Thursday — 7:00-8:00 p.m. — Cub Scouts — Fellowship Hall 

April 1 11:30 a.m. Circle #2 will meet at the  

  Farmers Daughter Café for 

  lunch/meeting. 

 

 6:30 p.m. M &  Ms Circle will meet in 

  the  Fellowship Hall for    

  dinner/meeting. 

 

April 4 7:30 p.m. Board of Deacons Meeting 

  in the Sanctuary. 

 

April 7 8:30 a.m. Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 

  Meeting in the Fellowship 

  Hall. 

 

April 14 11:00 a.m. Children’s Hand Bell Choir 

  will  perform. 

 

 12:00 p.m. Quarterly Church             

  Conference following the 

  worship service. 

 

April 18 7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday           

  Communion  Service. 

 

April 21 11:00 a.m. Easter Sunday — Holy         

  Communion. 

 

April 22 7:30 p.m. Executive Committee    

  Meeting in the Fellowship 

  Hall. 

(continued from page 1)    

We are disciples, students, in the process of perfecting our faith of words and works. The one who loved the 

world so fully that he allowed his only Son to die on behalf of all people, desires that none of us should be 

burdened by our sin but that all should rise and sin no more. Our strength for word and witness is of the Holy 

Spirit who dwells within all who are baptized in Christ. For when we are weak, God is our strength and our 

deliverer. In his “Sermon on the Mount”, Jesus told his listeners not to worry for each day has enough trouble 

of its own. Instead, we should seek first the kingdom of God. We should keep our focus not upon the harm we 

have experienced, but the unconditional love offered by God through Christ Jesus.  

We are not called to be Pharisees who burdened already troubled lives with shame identifying laws. We are 

called to listen and lift up persons from their burdens in the name of the one who for our sin, allowed himself 

to be lifted upon the cross. 
 
         Your servant in Christ, Pastor Sam 
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Women’s Fellowship – Connie Yeatman, President 
 

 

April showers bring May flowers!!!  NO NO NO to more 
showers!  Seems like we have had so much rain — guess 

we will have lots of flowers!! 
 

Thank you to Mary Lee and Deb Locke for the informative 
World Day of Prayer program.  Thank you to the          
committee for the delicious dinner.   

 
At our March meeting, Becky arranged for us a very interesting program on the 
Western Tidewater Clinic that serves so many of our community and has our       

financial support.  Example of how our group not only provides fellowship with one 
another but information to enrich our lives. 

 
With spring here the Women’s Fellowship is looking forward to the Easter season.  
Our prayer is that you and your family are filled with the hope and joy of this holy 

season. 
 
HINT:  We have in the making a new project planned and details will be coming 

soon. 

 

Continue to enjoy the art work in the lobby and Fellowship 

Hall provided by the  students in the WCC Adult Art 
Classes. 

 
Art is good for the mental and physical health.  New   

members wanting to challenge themselves, I  welcome 
you  after Prayer & Praise at 11:45 a.m. — bring your 

lunch — no talent required.  Let me help you find a new 
habit while   enjoying less stress.  You may leave when-

ever you wish.  Regular classes begin at 12:30 p.m. 
 

    Hannah Wise Holland, Instructor 
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Maundy Thursday Communion Service 
 

April 18, 2019 
 

7:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We were pleased on Sunday, March 3rd to welcome Mrs. Lou Ann Gilliam, Director of Church and     
Community Relations for Chowan University, as our guest speaker.  David Cross and Melany                  
Garcia-Lopez from the Music Department at Chowan were with us also to share their Christian faith 
through music.  God truly blessed us as we worshiped together.  A special thank you to Charles Pond for 
arranging to bring these guests to our church.  
 
In lieu of payment for our speaker she asked that the check be made payable to the University.  We     
received the following thank-you letter from them: 
 
“Thank you for your generous gift designated to the Student Missions Fund at Chowan University. 
 
Building Chowan into the formidable force she is today has taken 170 years and the commitment of    
countless individuals dedicated to her mission.  Even more so, it has taken vision and the unwavering       
determination to provide a place to meet the needs of our students in a Christian environment. 
 
Your gift demonstrates you share this same commitment, and we are truly grateful to you for your support.  
Because of friends like you, Chowan is celebrating 170 years of faithful service during the 2018-2019      
academic year. 
 
Your faith in the future of Chowan University is appreciated now more than ever.  We are dreaming big 
dreams for the future as we strive to meet the needs of an increasing student population.  Together we 
truly make a difference. 
       Blessings and in faith, 
       John M. Tayloe, Vice President for Development 
       Chowan University 
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Sunday School — 10:00 a.m. 

 
Morning Worship — 11:00 a.m. 

                                                          

 

Pastor:  R. Samuel Askew 

 

Administrative Secretary/Treasurer:   Nancy Bland 

 

Music Director:  Sid Neighbours 

 

Audio Technicians:  Mike & Courtney Roggmann 

 

    Church Office Hours:  Monday, Wednesday thru Friday —  

   9:00-1:00 p.m.  

 

Attendance 

Date  

 
 Attendance 

2/24/19  62 

3/3/19  51 

3/10/19  56 

3/17/19  61 

3/24/19  63 

* Includes Pledges/ Basket Offering/           

Donations to Building Fund/Missions Fund 

 $13,810.00 

2/24/19—3/2419 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday mornings, 9:30 a.m., WCC Fellowship Hall 

 

Join us for coffee and social time before Sunday School 


