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Basil L. Ballard, Pastor Emeritus

“Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with
actions and in truth.” – I John3:18

Among the elements that pose great danger to a society in any age
comes when words of conviction do not convey actions and truth.
The Apostle John, the remaining disciple of the twelve original
whom Jesus called to follow him, writes about his concern for the
future of the Christian community in a letter to the Church. It is an
expressed concern not limited to his era; it is a concern held by
many in our present day who weekly sit in pews hearing a word of the Lord.
Questioned concerning the greatest of the commandments, Jesus responded that to love
God is the first and the second is to love your neighbor. In the gospel of John, we learn
that while Jesus and his disciples are gathered for their last meal together, Jesus
impresses upon his disciples to love their neighbor as they have been loved by him.
This is the eternal challenge that must be central to our lives if the love of God is to be
reflected in our actions and in the truth proclaimed.
From the earliest age in Sunday school we have heard the story of the Good Samaritan
that Jesus told. The story concerns a hardening of hearts among the children of God.
The children of God and in particular their leadership, as observed by Jesus, lived in
such a manner that they too easily accepted with untroubled consciences the plight of
the neighbor. They were unwilling to address the issues of those children of God who
were suffering from evil’s existence within the community.
Little Johnny in Sunday school held a confused look upon his face, so the teacher asked
if he had a particular concern about their morning lesson. Little Johnny replied, “We
keep hearing about the children of God who grumbled in the desert, complained to
Moses, and yet ended up living in the Promised Land. What were the parents doing?”
I believe that adults learn as they have matured in age and outlook to see less of the
world as through the eyes of a child of God and more as if they were a parent equal to
God. The Apostle Paul gives the Church some guidance concerning love of neighbor
and acknowledges the limitations we tend to forget in his first letter to the Corinthians.
“If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal…When I became a man I put childish ways
behind me. Now we see but a poor reflection in a mirror.” (I Cor 13:1, 11-12)
(continued on next page)
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AUGUST
Sunday — 9:30 a.m. — Coffee/Social Time — Fellowship Hall
Sunday — 10:00 a.m. — Sunday School — 11:00 a.m. — Morning Worship Service
Wednesday — 10:30-11:15 a.m. — Prayer & Praise Service — Martha S. Persons Class
Wednesday — 12:30-3:00 p.m. — WCC Adult Art Classes — Fellowship Hall

August 2

August 5

5:30 p.m.

Women’s Fellowship Planning
Meeting/Dinner in the
Fellowship Hall. All
Fellowship officers and circle
chairs are asked to attend.

7:30 p.m.

Board of Deacons Meeting in
the Fellowship Hall.

8:30 a.m.

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast
Meeting in the Fellowship Hall.

August 12

11:00 a.m.

Holy Communion.

August 19

10:00 a.m.

Children’s Hand Bell Choir
Rehearsal in their classroom.

August 27

7:30 p.m.

Executive Committee Meeting
in the Fellowship Hall.

(continued from page 1)

Children know what is fair and unfair; what is kind and what is cruel. Forgetting such does not happen through
aging for such truths remain. Ignorance of truth is not a viable excuse for poor behavior as adults. We learn that in
the absence of parental control we have a widened ability to choose and manage the truths that confront us. The
easy way is to complain about injustice and be a resounding gong or clanging cymbal.
What would it be like if it were possible to provide for the fearful, who journey at great financial, physical and
mental cost to our national borders to a safe haven where they can live in a just and democratic society? What
would it be like if the opportunity were ours to provide for the intentional rehabilitation of young people within our
prison care system? What would it be like to hold elected leaders not to their campaign promises or party rhetoric
but to their faith principles and constitutional responsibilities to be concerned with people?
There is great noise of sounding gongs and clanging cymbals. The dim truth is shared as if it is full. It is by
walking in faith and not by sight the righteous victories are won. Let us not just add to the noise. Let us walk in the
truth of God’s love and resemble that kingdom in which we long to live.
Your Servant in Christ Jesus
Pastor Sam
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Continue to enjoy the art work in the lobby and Fellowship
Hall provided by the students in the WCC Adult Art Classes.
Summer Session classes meet on
Wednesdays. Art is
good for the mental and physical health. New members
wanting to challenge themselves, I welcome you after
Prayer & Praise at 11:30 a.m. — bring your lunch — no
talent required. Let me help you find a new habit while
enjoying less stress. You may leave whenever you wish.
Regular classes begin at 12:30 p.m.
Hannah Wise Holland
Instructor

August 5

Ex 16:2-4, 9-15

Ps 78:23-29

Eph 4:1-16

Jn 6:24-35

August 12

I Kings 19:4-8

Ps 34:1-8

Eph 4:25-5:2

Jn 6:35, 41-51

August 19

I Kings 2:10-12, 3:3-14

Ps 111

Eph 5:15-20

Jn 6:51-58

August 26

Josh 24:1-2a, 14-18

Ps 34:15-22

Eph 6:10-20

Jn 6:56-69
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Women’s Fellowship – Connie Yeatman, President
Our Fellowship has used Loving, Learning, Laughing and Serving as our theme the last two
years. Certainly we will continue to do each of these. However, as our theme this year I
want us to look and learn from Lydia. This special woman mentioned in Acts 16 and
referenced in Philippians can teach us much as women today. Each meeting I will share
one of Lydia’s strengths that will challenge us.
The first trait from Lydia’s story is her preparedness. Long before Paul and Silas arrived in
Philippi, her heart was open and she was a “worshipper of God”. She waited for her mission
and opportunity to serve even before her conversion.(Act 16:14).
Let us start our year with open hearts and preparedness. Our Board will begin that
preparation at a planning meeting on August 2 at 5:30. If anyone has suggestions or ideas
for this year, please share them. Together we will “Learn from Lydia”.
*************
On June 25 as representatives of the Women’s Fellowship Kathy Queen, Theresa Beale and
I went to South Hill and delivered the generous donation by our church for the wings
ministry. We were fortunate to be there on the same day as two of the missionaries were
visiting and they shared with us more details of this program. It was so exciting to see this
program up close and personal. The Fellowship would like to thank the Men’s Fellowship
for their generous contribution to this project.
The following was taken to assist in this mission:
640 safety pins
217 ziplock gallon bags
186 clothespins
68 wash cloths
Material for bag construction
Cash donation of $445 ($150 from the Men’s
Fellowship)

Thank each of you so much!
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Attendance
Date

Attendance

7/1/18

57

7/8/18

51

7/15/18

50

7/22/18

59

Sunday mornings, 9:30 a.m., WCC Fellowship Hall
Join us for coffee and social time before Sunday School

$9,325.00

Sunday School — 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship — 11:00 a.m.

7/1/18—7/22/18
* Includes Pledges/ Basket Offering/
Donations to Building Fund/Missions Fund

Pastor: R. Samuel Askew
Administrative Secretary/Treasurer: Nancy Bland
Music Director: Sid Neighbours
Audio Technicians: Mike & Courtney Roggmann
Church Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday thru Friday —
9:00-1:00 p.m.

