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December,  2017 

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely  
exile here, until the Son of God appears. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to 
thee O Israel.” – A translation by John M Neale (1851) of a 12th century Latin carol 
adaptation from a set of 8th century monastic antiphons. 

Welcome to the season not of Christmas but of Advent! It is a busy season of 
preparation and planning. The department stores have lured you with their      
decorations and sales to purchase things that you and others could easily live   
without. Various charities lure you with their brochures and pamphlets sharing  
stories of hunger and material needs that your generous financial attention will 
alleviate. Christmas television specials will show you dysfunctional individuals and 
families that you will identify with who were touched by the “Christmas Spirit.”  

The lights and decorations of Halloween and Thanksgiving are being exchanged for 
the grand Christmas displays of multicolored lights on trees and outlining roofs and 
shrubs. Placed throughout the community are the classic secular and sacred figures 
of deer, snowmen, nutcrackers and the holy family. All this in an effort to honor a 
joyous event celebrated by Christians and non-Christians who will dismantle and  
re-store such displays before the actual celebration season concludes on January 
6th.  

I am doubtful one can interpret well the “cry of one in the wilderness to prepare 
the way of the Lord” made by the prophet Isaiah and referred to by John the    
Baptist as relating to any of our modern seasonal preparations. I am one who     
believes the season is too much about giving and too little about reflecting on the 
gift already given but not well used. Consider how many gifts will be purchased 
and given out of obligation rather than given to honor the recipient. How far       
society has gone from gifts that fit in stockings hung by the chimney with care and 
in wooden shoes by the bedside from King Wenceslaus and Saint Nicholas, to the 
multitude of gifts expected from Santa Claus.  

We attempt to limit the excesses of the season. We limit the amount to be spent 
per person.  We draw names so a  minimal number of gifts need to be purchased.  I  

      (Continued on page 2) 
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December 
 
 

Sunday — 9:30 a.m. — Coffee Social  — Fellowship Hall                                                                            

10:00 a.m. — Sunday School  —  11:00 a.m. — Morning Worship Service 

 

Wednesday —  10:30 a.m.  —  Prayer and Praise — Sanctuary 

7:30 p,m. — Chancel Choir Rehearsal — Sanctuary 

 

Thursday — 7:00-8:00 p.m. — Cub Scouts — Fellowship Hall 

7:30-8:30 p.m. — The Journey:  Walking the Road to Bethlehem — Sanctuary 

Dec. 3 8:30 a.m. Men’s Fellowship Breakfast  

  Meeting. 

 

 12:00 p.m. Called Church Conference for 

  the purpose of approving the  

  2018 Budget and committee  

  appointees for the new year. 

 

 5:00 p.m. Martha S. Person’s Class  

  Christmas Dinner in the        

  Fellowship Hall. 

 

 

Dec. 4 7:00 p.m. Women’s Fellowship Meeting in 

  the Fellowship Hall.  Guest  

  speaker — Steve Smith. 

 

Dec. 10 11:00 a.m. Chancel Choir Christmas       

  Cantata. 

 

Dec. 11 6:00 p.m. M & Ms Circle Christmas Party 

  at home of Connie Yeatman.   

  Bring a goodie and an            

  ornament to exchange. 

 

Dec. 24 5:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service. 

(Continued from page 1) 

am most grateful that retailers have come to the rescue with the ease of gift cards that convey the necessary 
value, acknowledgement and appreciation expected. 

Consider though the valuable gifts brought to the Christ-Child celebrated after December 25th. Their gifts 
were of use and conveyed an honor suitable for a royal birth. Upon receiving the gifts of gold, frankincense 
and myrrh, the scripture tells us that Mary “pondered them in her heart.” Other than gifts such as an         
engagement ring, a family heirloom or news of cancer being in remission, do the gifts we receive truly    
measure up? 

During the weeks of this season of Advent, ponder upon the word that will be shared each Sunday. There are 
four Sundays of Advent and the words attached are: Peace, Hope, Joy and Love. These are gifts of God freely 
offered which will never wear out through constant use. These are not gifts that need shelf or storage space, 
but they may need to be dusted off from time to time. These are gifts to be pondered in your heart for they 
come attached to the greatest gift God has given to the world: salvation through his Son, Jesus Christ. 

During this time of preparation spend time pondering the gifts of God.  

          Your servant in Christ, 
          Pastor Sam 
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Short-Term Adult Study - The Journey: Walking the Road to Bethlehem 

 

A four-session study, led by Reverend Sam Askew, will be offered on Thurs-
day evenings at the church in the sanctuary from 7:30 to 8:30 pm. The au-
thor of this study is Pastor Adam Hamilton, senior pastor of the United Meth-
odist Church of the Resurrection in Leawood,   Kansas, one of the fastest 
growing churches in the country. Pastor Hamilton did the actual walk and 
filmed in the Holy Land so that we will with him retrace the actual path of 
Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem.  Registration is free and open to 
all adults in the         community. It is  requested that you register in  ad-
vance so that     additional materials can be made available. A companion 
book is available through most bookstores as well as a downloadable        
version, but is not necessary for this study. All information needed for dis-
cussion will be covered each session in a 10 minute video       presentation 
and the discussion that follows. Please call Nancy in the church office (757) 
242-4794 or email your interest to staff@windsorchristian.org  
 
   - Nov 30: Mary of Nazareth (Luke 1:26-38) 

   - Dec 7: Joseph of Bethlehem (Matthew 1:18-24) 

   - Dec 14: Elizabeth and the “Magnificant” (Luke 1:39-56) 

    - Dec 21: From Nazareth to Bethlehem (Luke 2:1-7) 

   - TBA: The Manger - Shepherds & Magi (Luke 2:8-20) 

 

 

 

 

 

     Dec. 3 — Advent 1   Isaiah 64:1-9    Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

      1 Corinthians 1:3-9   Mark 13:24-37 

 

     Dec. 10 — Advent 2   Isaiah 40:1-11    Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 

      2 Peter 3:8-15a   Mark 1:1-8 

 

     Dec. 17 — Advent 3   Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11              Psalm 126 

      I Thessalonians 5:16-24                  John 1:6-8, 19-28 

  

     Dec. 24 — Advent 4   2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16   Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 

      Romans 16:25-27   Luke 1:26-38 

 

     Dec. 24 — Christmas Eve   Isaiah 9:2-7    Psalm 96 

      Titus 2:11-14    Luke 2:1-14 

 

     Dec. 31      Isaiah 61:10-62:3   Psalm 148 

      Galatians 4:4-7   Luke 2:22-40 

mailto:staff@windsorchristian.org
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Women’s Fellowship – Kathy Queen, President 

 

Loving   Learning   Laughing        Serving  

     

Merry Christmas! 

 

I thank the ladies of the church for decorating the church for the Christmas Season.  Circle #2 

decorated the outside and the M & Ms Circle decorated the inside of the church and the tree.   

 

 

Thanks to Circle # 2 for sponsoring and placing the coat donation boxes in the lobbies of 

the church. Please donate your gently used coats to be given to those less fortunate.  

Any size is appreciated. 

 

 

Glorious Christmas Nights – Join us, on December 9, 2017 as we 

travel to West End Assembly of God Church in Richmond, VA for 

“FANtastic Christmas”. The tickets are $70.00 each and include        

transportation, the show and goodies on the bus.  We will stop at a 

Cracker Barrel Restaurant   for dinner before the performance which is 

at your own expense.  Very few tickets are available.  Please see      

Courtney Roggmann or Kathy Queen for availability and time the bus will leave Windsor.   

 

Have you gotten your ticket for the Dessert A Month Raffle?  It is 

only $10.00 and you could win a dessert a month for the next year! 
See any member of the Women’s Fellowship for a chance to win a 
delicious home made dessert every month in 2018!  Drawing will be 
December 10  at 11:00 a.m. 
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The M&Ms Circle once again is sponsoring the Angel Tree located in the foyer.  Please  select 

a tag from the tree and return the wrapped gift on or before December 11. Thanks Courtney 

Roggmann for spearheading this wonderful project! 

 

 You are invited to our December 4
th

 Women’s Fellowship meeting! 

 

7:00 p.m. Fellowship Hall WCC 

 

Connie Yeatman has planned a very special program. 

 
The December meeting of the Woman’s Fellowship will have Steve Smith as a guest speaker. He 
leads a ministry for hikers and backpackers on the Appalachian Trail. 
 

He will present a video program about this 
unique ministry. Anyone who would like to 
hear about his inspirational message is    
invited.  
 
Part of their ministry is fixing packets for 
the hikers. Please bring items that could go 
in these packets. Examples: boxes of individual Folgers coffee Sticks, 
Boxes of individual lemonade packets (the kind to put in a bottle of 
water), boxes of individual packets of oatmeal, Ramen Noodles,     
individual  packets of aspirin, Band-Aids. 

 
Hope to see you at the meeting on the 4th! 

Come one, come all! 

 

Our Stewardship Campaign for 2018 has been completed.  Our 

thanks to R. A. and Nancy Howell for once again chairing the 

campaign and to all who pledged their continued support of our 

church in 2018. 
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A special thank you from Circle #2 to those who supported the 
recent shoebox project.  Because of your generosity and that of 
our friends at the Baptist Church we were able to provide 73 
boxes — 45 from our church and 28 from Windsor Baptist.  
Much thanks to Kay Stephenson for chairing this project. 
 

 
  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

 

Circle #2 is continuing their drive to collect 
new or gently used children’s and adult’s 
coats, jackets, scarves, mittens and hats. 
Please bring your clean   garments and place 
them in the boxes in the  vestibule or the 
lobby.  
 
 

        Dot Gwaltney and Beverly Parsons 
        Co-Chairpersons 

 Season’s Greetings to each and every one!   
 
 If you have any information you would like to share with 
your church  family in the monthly  Newsletter, I welcome hearing 
from you.  A special thank you to everyone who contributed to 
making our newsletter  informative this past year. 
  
 May God bless you and your family at this special time of 
the year.       

                      Nancy Bland, Administrative Secretary/Treasurer 
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Sunday School — 10:00 a.m. 

 
Morning Worship — 11:00 a.m. 

                                                     

Pastor:  R. Samuel Askew 

 
Administrative Secretary/Treasurer:  Nancy Bland 

 
Music Director:  Sid Neighbours 

 
Audio Technicians:  Mike & Courtney Roggmann 

   
Church Office Hours:  Monday, Wednesday thru Friday —                     

      9:00-1:00 p.m. 

 

Attendance 

Date  

 
 Attendance 

10/29/17  55 

11/5/17  59 

11/12/17  70 

11/19/17  68 

11/26/17   

* Includes Pledges/ Basket Offering/           

Donations to Building Fund 

 $13,075.00 

10/29/17—11/26/17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sunday mornings, 9:30 a.m.  

WCC Fellowship Hall 
 

Join us for coffee and social time                   

before Sunday School 

Visit us at www.windsorchristian.org 

 


