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a stumbling block to the wea&-d Cor 8:9

7z

otz

From the

Corinth was concerned with how Christians appeared to th

community at large. That Christians were free from the la
Pastorwas well appreciated. However, freedom came wit
responsibility. If by the action of a Christian someone were to fin
encouragement to sin, the Christian shared accountability to the sin.

The verse from the letter by the Apostle Paul to the church |n

This is an ongoing struggle among Christians. Rather than embracing persopal

freedom with responsibility, congregations often created rules to identify
cceptable and unacceptable activities of Christians. Unacceptable activit

es

were identified as sin, and, shame was the means of behavior modification.
Smoking, drinking, playing cards, dancing, going to a movie, entering a pawn

shop, cussing and any activity other than sitting still on Sundays were

understood by some as leading one down a path away from God. In Coripth

iBe careful that the exercise of your freedom does not become

there were Christians who, eating at the table of idol worshippers, were aware

that the food had been offered to a god. It gave an appearance of sin.
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modification. There is an expectation of change in an offer to overlook an

offense.

My understanding of sin is that sin happens in the mind. It reveals itself in th

actions and attitudes of individuals. Sin is what closes the mind and heart to the

way and will of the one God of all creation. It is holding to an attitude that

believes there is no accountability to God for our behavior. When we fail to li
according to the command of love for one another as we are loved by God,
have chosen sin over God.

(Continued on page 2)
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. FEBRUARY
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7 Sundayd 9:30 a.md Coffee/Social Timed Fellowship Hall
;‘ Sundayd 10:00 a.md Sunday Schoob 11:00 a.md Morning Worship Service
Wednesdayd 10:3011:15 a.m0d Prayer & Praise Serviced Martha S. Persons Class
Wednesdayd 12:303:00 p.md WCC Adult Art Classes d Fellowship Hall
Wednesdayd 7:30 p.m.d Chancel Choir Rehearsald Sanctuary

Thursday 8 7:00 p.md Cub Scoutsd Fellowship Hall

Feb. 4 8:30 a.m. Mends Fellowshifeb gy edRfPast jLpnten Study oBapt
the Fellowship Hall. Temptationo in| the
11:00 a.m. Scout Sunday. Feb. 18 10:00 a.m. Childrends Hanld Be

Rehearsal in their classroom.

Feb. 5 12:00 p.m. Circle #2 will meet in the home

of Dot Gwaltney for lunch. Feb. 22 7:30 p.m. Lenten Study 0|The

Ministryd in the S

6:30 p.m. M & Ms Circle will meet in the o
home of Kathy Queen for Feb. 25 1:00 p.m. Board of Deacons Meeting in
dinner. the Fellowship Hall.

Feb.11  6:30 p.m. Family Night Dinner at the Feb.26  7:30 p.m. Executive Meeting irthe
Community House. Bring Fellowship Hall.

several covered dishes and join
us for an evening of good food,
fun and fellowship.

(Continued from page 1)

Consider how many burdens life brings just by circumstance of health, finances, relationships and
employment. Think also of the burdens laid upon many individuals in the name of being a good and
faithful Christian. We suffer the burdens we lay upon ourselves when we harbor resentment and anger
xEOEET 100 EAAOOe O71O1 A UT O AA AOAA EOI I OEA AG
Some endure the burden of evil around them because it seems the norm. Affluenza that believes money

grants privilege to break laws. Substance abuse that relieves pain but does not cure the symptom.
Hunger, homelessness, and poverty are burdens of sin. Would we not want to be free of such burden?

The answer to being free of the burden is the cross of Jesus. It was the blood shed at Calvary that has
forever lifted the burden of sin from overtaking our lives. Because we are loved by God unconditiondlly
our burdens can be lifted. Let us not therefore choose to bear our burdens alone. Let us not use|our
AOAAATT O1T AOOAAT 1T OEAOO8 !''T1OxAO OEA NOAOGOETI 1
I £ OEl ed

Your servant in Christ, Pastor Sam
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February Lectionary

February 4 Isa 40:2131 Ps 147:111, 20c 1 Cor 9:1623 Mk 1:29-39
February 11 2 Kings 2:312 Ps 50:16 2 Cor 4:36 Mk 9:2-9
February 18 Gen 9:817 Ps 25:110 1 Peter 3:182 Mk 1:9-15
February 25 Gen 17:17,1516  Ps 22:2331 Rom 4:1325 Mk 8:31-38
or Mk 9:2-9

Circle #2 is continuing their drive

to collect new or gently used
children()s and adul
ets, scarves, mittens and hats --

XLG in adult wear is especially

‘ appreciated. Please bring vyour

clean garments and place them in

O A T D R | V Ethe boxes in the vestibule or the
lobby.

Dot Gwaltney & Beverly Parsons
Co-Chairpersons
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§Continue to enjoy the art work in the lobby and Fellowship

% Hall provided by the students in the WCC Adult Art Classes.

w% Winter Session classes meet on Wednesdays from 12:30 to

% 7 3:00 p.m. Artists may begin their art experience following
#the HAPrayer and Prai seo 0Sériny yoare
§ lunch.

%

fod » We would love to have you join us 0 art reduces stress and

% the class provides good companionship! AB]._III.ASSE.S

Hannah Wise Holland
Instructor
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The season of Lent begins on February 14 and continues for forty da

excluding Sundays. The early Christians observed with great devotion t
CJAAUO T &£ 100 ,1 0A80 PAOGOETT AT A ¢
i::] the Church that before the Easter celebration there should be a seasor
i:]spiritual preparation. During this season converts to the faith were
i::] prepared for Holy Baptism. It was also a time when persons who he
Qj] committed serious sins and had separated themselves from tt

community of faith were reconciled and restored to the participation ir

the life of the Church. In this way the whole congregation was reminded

the mercy and forgiveness proclaimed in the gospel of Jesus Christ ¢
G] the need we all have to renew our faith.

i::] All members are invited to take this opportunity to spend time in prayer
LIOAAAET ¢ AT A [T AAEOAOGET ¢ 11 '1TAB80
i::j Thursday study will assist in nourishing your spirit.

g On Sundays during the season of Lent, each sermon will be based u

JiTA T E OEA O3AOAT , AGO 71 OAOSS8 PASTD
@ recorded among the books of the Bible referred to as the gospels. Th

i:lwords hold much for Christians to consider as they were spoken by ol
i::] Savior as he hung upon the cross.

O
>

Feb 18z Father, Forgive Them

Feb 25z Today You Will Be with Me in Paradise

Mar4z" AET T A 9100 311 8"AETTA 9100 -1 O0OEAO
Mar 11z My God, My God. Why Has Thou Forsaken Me?

Mar 18z | Thirst

Mar25z) O EO &ET EOEAA8)T O1T 91 0600 (AT AOG ) #I1

e e e i e
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ﬁ::] On Thursdays during the season of Lent, the pastor will lead a stu
LJET OEA OAT AOOAOQUS 4EA 300AU S
Hamilton, the author of our Advent study. Fascinating video from hi&
@DAOOl 1Al OOAOGAIT O O OEA -pROG
experience while his biblical wisdom and historical knowledgeEs stz
provide thoughtful and insightful commentary. An accompanying --* i

book is available for $10. The class will meet on Thursdays '7 "/ ﬁ?"

@ 7:30 pm
Feb 15z Baptism and Temptation (The Jordan River) Gphl oy 1 Jen <
Feb 22z The Healing Ministry (Capernaum) U __(! —~ ?jj-f—;b 5
Mar 1z Proclaiming the Kingdom (The Mountains) Walking in the -
Mar 8 z Calming the Storm (The Sea of Galilee) Footsteps of Jesus

YOUTH S TUDY

Mar 22 z The Final Week (Jerusalem)

R
T e
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o | |
G] Mar 15z Sinners, Outcasts, and the Poor (Samaria)
[ ]

[ ]
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Womends Fel BouwGekniprdident

Q(Q @® : A o /:‘?@
; ‘ . 9“9 . = . & )
Loving Learning Laughing Serving

February is the month dfove and you willLove your time
spent at acircle meeting on February 3!

<eceececeeceeeceeeeee

We have two Circles, one will meet at noon for lunch and the other w@
meet at 6:30 for dinner. Circle #2 will meet at the home of Dot Gwaltn
and Sam Askew will have the program. This is a ddyne meeting with ¢
lunch. The M&Ms Circle will meet at the home of Kathy Queen for dlnner
at 6:30 PM and she will also have the program.

<cecceececececeececeeceececeeceeececececeeceecee

V
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We invite all women in the church to join our sisterhood of fellowship at :

one of these meetings. :

v

$4EA 711 AT80 &AI 1T xOEED EO EIT OOEIT @, ak6A30 H’?ﬁ/l,g‘J

L 4
@ Ruritan Community House. The M&Ms Circle will set up and decorate, Circle #2 will proviee
:tea, rolls, and paper products and all members of the Fellowship will clean up. We Iogk

: forward to this time of fellowship and for the program being planned by the Deacons. :
L 4 4
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The Marys & Marthas met on January 15th in the home of Thess
Beale. We had a delicious dinner of loaded baked potatoes and
followed by Chocolate Chess Pi@ a GREAT meal and time ¢
fellowship!

After dinner we had a wonderful program provided by
Kwasniewski, Executive Director of the Maison Fortune Orpha
Foundation in Haiti. This organization is raising children to becomg

next generation of Ha i
% 'i% children who learn not only how to reach their

%Qﬁj potential but are also taught the importance

becoming good citizens of Haiti.

MG"‘YS stable, safe, secure

/ with food, medical care and a place to sleep.
child is enrolled in a scholastic curriculum and leg
important life skills. They currently have over
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Pastioral Relations Commiiiee

The Pastoral Relations Committee is requesting two changes to the church's constitution to correg
and a misinterpretation made when it was designed years ago.

The changes will be voted on at the April Quarterly conference.

The first change is needed due to the members term ending dates that are not equal. Asitis desigh
member has a term that expires in 2018, 3 me
2020. A change needs to be made so that 1 me
and 2 member6s terms expire in 2020.

The proposed change would be to Section 7, paragraph 1, sentence #4.

The original sentence reads "Two (2) members are appointed by the current pastor after one fu

tenure, one for a 2 year term and one for a 3 year term."

tenure, both shall serve a 3 year term."

Relations Committee was designed to be a fluid committee, that means a committee that its internal
change over a short time frame, bringing fresh leadership and ideas.

This proposed change would be to Section 7, paragraph 5, sentence #1.

The original sentence reads "A chairperson and secretary shall be elected by its members to serve
one year."

A new sentence would be added following the one above that would read "The chairperson shoulg
only serve as chairperson for one year but may not serve for more than two consecutive years."

DeWitt Holland, Chairperson

t an el

ned nov
mb e
mb e

| year

The updated sentence would read” Two (2) members are appointed by the current pastor after one full yea

The second change that is needed is regarding the length of time the chairperson serves. The Past

dynam

A perio

] idea

We are starting off the year with a few ideas to have some community ev
involvement, and | have to say there are some good ones. One of the
Spring/Summer monthly Movie on the Lawn which we will have mg
information on as planning progresses! Another is the wrelteived
afternoon of bowling, which is always a fun event.

If you have any ideas or questions, please do not hesitate to communicat
your deacon!!

Board of Deacons

ents/
se is a

e with

Mike Roggmann, Chairperson
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+ HapnyBinthday Geleliratiom oy Ghoikand Sound Specialistsls:

Q\pOn January 31st, the Music Committee hosted the 2nd birthday party event for our ch@&
members, choir director, and audio technicians immediately after choir rehearsal. The first eveﬁ
was held on September 27th which celebrated the September, October, November and Decen%er
birthdays. The event on January 31st celebrated the January, February, March and Apil
birthdays. The next birthday celebration will be held on May 30th to celebrate the May, June,

and August birthdays. No gifts, but plenty of decorations, yummy cup cakes, ice cream and nuts
were enjoyed as well as a special time of fellowship together.

Music is such an important part of worship and this is our special way to show support ar@ﬁ
appreciation to those who bless our church with music each Sunday morning. Anyone WantQ
Sg% join the choir? Here is even more incentive to do so!

Anita Holland, Chairperson

Music Committee

b -
ny

Our party on Wednesday
night after choir rehearsal
celebrated the birthdays of
Mike, Jean and Sid.
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