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“Be careful that the exercise of your freedom does not become
a stumbling block to the weak.” - I Cor 8:9

The verse from the letter by the Apostle Paul to the church in
Corinth was concerned with how Christians appeared to the
community at large. That Christians were free from the law
was well appreciated. However, freedom came with
responsibility. If by the action of a Christian someone were to find
encouragement to sin, the Christian shared accountability to the sin.
This is an ongoing struggle among Christians. Rather than embracing personal
freedom with responsibility, congregations often created rules to identify
acceptable and unacceptable activities of Christians. Unacceptable activities
were identified as sin, and, shame was the means of behavior modification.
Smoking, drinking, playing cards, dancing, going to a movie, entering a pawn
shop, cussing and any activity other than sitting still on Sundays were
understood by some as leading one down a path away from God. In Corinth
there were Christians who, eating at the table of idol worshippers, were aware
that the food had been offered to a god. It gave an appearance of sin.
The opening line of the old hymn “There is Power in the Blood” asks a question.
“Would you be free from the burden of sin?” Such a question is similar to that a
parent might ask of a misbehaving child; “Do you need a spanking?” The
teacher might ask of a student who is being disruptive, “Do you need to be
excused?” The phrasing of the questions suggests this is a moment for behavior
modification. There is an expectation of change in an offer to overlook an
offense.
My understanding of sin is that sin happens in the mind. It reveals itself in the
actions and attitudes of individuals. Sin is what closes the mind and heart to the
way and will of the one God of all creation. It is holding to an attitude that
believes there is no accountability to God for our behavior. When we fail to live
according to the command of love for one another as we are loved by God, we
have chosen sin over God.
(Continued on page 2)
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FEBRUARY
Sunday — 9:30 a.m. — Coffee/Social Time — Fellowship Hall
Sunday — 10:00 a.m. — Sunday School — 11:00 a.m. — Morning Worship Service
Wednesday — 10:30-11:15 a.m. — Prayer & Praise Service — Martha S. Persons Class
Wednesday — 12:30-3:00 p.m. — WCC Adult Art Classes — Fellowship Hall
Wednesday — 7:30 p.m. — Chancel Choir Rehearsal — Sanctuary
Thursday — 7:00 p.m. — Cub Scouts — Fellowship Hall
Feb. 4

Feb. 5

Feb. 11

8:30 a.m.

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast in
the Fellowship Hall.

Feb. 15

7:30 p.m.

Lenten Study “Baptism and
Temptation” in the Sanctuary.

11:00 a.m.

Scout Sunday.

Feb. 18

10:00 a.m.

Children’s Hand Bell Choir
Rehearsal in their classroom.

12:00 p.m.

Circle #2 will meet in the home
of Dot Gwaltney for lunch.

Feb. 22

7:30 p.m.

Lenten Study “The Healing
Ministry” in the Sanctuary.

6:30 p.m.

M & Ms Circle will meet in the
home of Kathy Queen for
dinner.

Feb. 25

1:00 p.m.

Board of Deacons Meeting in
the Fellowship Hall.

6:30 p.m.

Family Night Dinner at the
Community House. Bring
several covered dishes and join
us for an evening of good food,
fun and fellowship.

Feb. 26

7:30 p.m.

Executive Meeting in the
Fellowship Hall.

(Continued from page 1)

Consider how many burdens life brings just by circumstance of health, finances, relationships and
employment. Think also of the burdens laid upon many individuals in the name of being a good and
faithful Christian. We suffer the burdens we lay upon ourselves when we harbor resentment and anger
within our heart? “Would you be free from the burden of sin?”
Some endure the burden of evil around them because it seems the norm. Affluenza that believes money
grants privilege to break laws. Substance abuse that relieves pain but does not cure the symptom.
Hunger, homelessness, and poverty are burdens of sin. Would we not want to be free of such burden?
The answer to being free of the burden is the cross of Jesus. It was the blood shed at Calvary that has
forever lifted the burden of sin from overtaking our lives. Because we are loved by God unconditionally
our burdens can be lifted. Let us not therefore choose to bear our burdens alone. Let us not use our
freedom to burden others. Answer the question God asks us daily: “Would you be free from the burden
of sin?”
Your servant in Christ, Pastor Sam
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February 4

Isa 40:21-31

Ps 147:1-11, 20c

1 Cor 9:16-23

Mk 1:29-39

February 11

2 Kings 2:1-12

Ps 50:1-6

2 Cor 4:3-6

Mk 9:2-9

February 18

Gen 9:8-17

Ps 25:1-10

1 Peter 3:18-22

Mk 1:9-15

February 25

Gen 17:1-7, 15-16

Ps 22:23-31

Rom 4:13-25

Mk 8:31-38
or Mk 9:2-9

Circle #2 is continuing their drive
to collect new or
gently used
children’s and adults coats, jackets, scarves, mittens and hats -XLG in adult wear is especially
appreciated. Please bring your
clean garments and place them in
the boxes in the vestibule or the
lobby.
Dot Gwaltney & Beverly Parsons
Co-Chairpersons

Continue to enjoy the art work in the lobby and Fellowship
Hall provided by the students in the WCC Adult Art Classes.
Winter Session classes meet on Wednesdays from 12:30 to
3:00 p.m. Artists may begin their art experience following
the “Prayer and Praise” Service about 11:30 — bring your
lunch.
We would love to have you join us — art reduces stress and
the class provides good companionship!
Hannah Wise Holland
Instructor
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The season of Lent begins on February 14 and continues for forty days,
excluding Sundays. The early Christians observed with great devotion the
days of our Lord’s passion and resurrection and it became the custom of
the Church that before the Easter celebration there should be a season of
spiritual preparation. During this season converts to the faith were
prepared for Holy Baptism. It was also a time when persons who had
committed serious sins and had separated themselves from the
community of faith were reconciled and restored to the participation in
the life of the Church. In this way the whole congregation was reminded of
the mercy and forgiveness proclaimed in the gospel of Jesus Christ and
the need we all have to renew our faith.
All members are invited to take this opportunity to spend time in prayer,
reading and meditating on God’s Holy Word. The Sunday sermon and
Thursday study will assist in nourishing your spirit.
On Sundays during the season of Lent, each sermon will be based upon
one of the “Seven Last Words”. These are statements of Jesus that are
recorded among the books of the Bible referred to as the gospels. These
words hold much for Christians to consider as they were spoken by our
Savior as he hung upon the cross.
Feb 18 – Father, Forgive Them
Feb 25 – Today You Will Be with Me in Paradise
Mar 4 – Behold Your Son…Behold Your Mother
Mar 11 – My God, My God. Why Has Thou Forsaken Me?
Mar 18 – I Thirst
Mar 25 – It is Finished…Into Your Hands I Commit My Spirit
On Thursdays during the season of Lent, the pastor will lead a study
in the sanctuary. The Study is “The Way” by Reverend Adam
Hamilton, the author of our Advent study. Fascinating video from his
personal travels to the Holy Land give you a “first-person”
experience while his biblical wisdom and historical knowledge
provide thoughtful and insightful commentary. An accompanying
book is available for $10. The class will meet on Thursdays at
7:30 pm.
Feb 15 – Baptism and Temptation (The Jordan River)
Feb 22 – The Healing Ministry (Capernaum)
Mar 1 – Proclaiming the Kingdom (The Mountains)
Mar 8 – Calming the Storm (The Sea of Galilee)
Mar 15 – Sinners, Outcasts, and the Poor (Samaria)
Mar 22 – The Final Week (Jerusalem)
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Women’s Fellowship –
Loving

Learning

Kathy Queen, President

Laughing

Serving

February is the month of Love and you will Love your time
spent at a circle meeting on February 5th!
We have two Circles, one will meet at noon for lunch and the other will
meet at 6:30 for dinner. Circle #2 will meet at the home of Dot Gwaltney
and Sam Askew will have the program. This is a day-time meeting with
lunch. The M&Ms Circle will meet at the home of Kathy Queen for dinner
at 6:30 PM and she will also have the program.
We invite all women in the church to join our sisterhood of fellowship at
one of these meetings.

The Women’s Fellowship is hosting Family Night Dinner on February 11 th, at 6:30 PM,
Ruritan Community House. The M&Ms Circle will set up and decorate, Circle #2 will provide
tea, rolls, and paper products and all members of the Fellowship will clean up. We look
forward to this time of fellowship and for the program being planned by the Deacons.

The Marys & Marthas met on January 15th in the home of Theresa
Beale. We had a delicious dinner of loaded baked potatoes and salad
followed by Chocolate Chess Pie — a GREAT meal and time of
fellowship!
After dinner we had a wonderful program provided by Mary
Kwasniewski, Executive Director of the Maison Fortune Orphanage
Foundation in Haiti. This organization is raising children to become the
next generation of Haiti’s leaders. They provide a
stable, safe, secure “home” environment, complete
with food, medical care and a place to sleep. Each
child is enrolled in a scholastic curriculum and learns
important life skills. They currently have over 200
children who learn not only how to reach their full
potential but are also taught the importance of
becoming good citizens of Haiti.
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The Pastoral Relations Committee is requesting two changes to the church's constitution to correct an error
and a misinterpretation made when it was designed years ago.
The changes will be voted on at the April Quarterly conference.
The first change is needed due to the members term ending dates that are not equal. As it is designed now, 1
member has a term that expires in 2018, 3 member’s terms expire in 2019 and 1 member’s term expires in
2020. A change needs to be made so that 1 member’s term expires in 2018, 2 member’s terms expire in 2019
and 2 member’s terms expire in 2020.
The proposed change would be to Section 7, paragraph 1, sentence #4.
The original sentence reads "Two (2) members are appointed by the current pastor after one full year of
tenure, one for a 2 year term and one for a 3 year term."
The updated sentence would read" Two (2) members are appointed by the current pastor after one full year of
tenure, both shall serve a 3 year term."
-----The second change that is needed is regarding the length of time the chairperson serves. The Pastoral
Relations Committee was designed to be a fluid committee, that means a committee that its internal dynamics
change over a short time frame, bringing fresh leadership and ideas.
This proposed change would be to Section 7, paragraph 5, sentence #1.
The original sentence reads "A chairperson and secretary shall be elected by its members to serve a period of
one year."
A new sentence would be added following the one above that would read "The chairperson should ideally
only serve as chairperson for one year but may not serve for more than two consecutive years."
DeWitt Holland, Chairperson
We are starting off the year with a few ideas to have some community events/
involvement, and I have to say there are some good ones. One of these is a
Spring/Summer monthly Movie on the Lawn which we will have more
information on as planning progresses! Another is the well-received
afternoon of bowling, which is always a fun event.
If you have any ideas or questions, please do not hesitate to communicate with
your deacon!!
Mike Roggmann, Chairperson
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On January 31st, the Music Committee hosted the 2nd birthday party event for our choir
members, choir director, and audio technicians immediately after choir rehearsal. The first event
was held on September 27th which celebrated the September, October, November and December
birthdays. The event on January 31st celebrated the January, February, March and April
birthdays. The next birthday celebration will be held on May 30th to celebrate the May, June, July
and August birthdays. No gifts, but plenty of decorations, yummy cup cakes, ice cream and nuts
were enjoyed as well as a special time of fellowship together.
Music is such an important part of worship and this is our special way to show support and
appreciation to those who bless our church with music each Sunday morning. Anyone want to
join the choir? Here is even more incentive to do so!
Anita Holland, Chairperson
Music Committee

Our party on Wednesday
night after choir rehearsal
celebrated the birthdays of
Mike, Jean and Sid.
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Attendance
Date

Attendance

1/07/17

Snow day

1/14/17

71

1/21/17

55

1/28/17

61

Sunday mornings, 9:30 a.m., WCC Fellowship Hall
Join us for coffee and social time before Sunday School

$11,397.00

Sunday School — 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship — 11:00 a.m.

1/07/17—1/28/17
* Includes Pledges/ Basket Offering/
Donations to Building Fund

Pastor: R. Samuel Askew
Administrative Secretary/Treasurer: Nancy Bland
Music Director: Sid Neighbours
Audio Technicians: Mike & Courtney Roggmann
Church Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday thru Friday —
9:00-1:00 p.m.

