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“Ring out false pride in place and blood, the civic slander and
the spite; Ring in the love of truth and right; Ring in the
common love of good. Ring in the valiant man and free, the
larger heart, the kindlier hand. Ring out the darkness of the
land. Ring in the Christ that is to be.” – Alfred Tennyson
In this verse of the hymn, “Ring Out, Wild Bells,” the poet
Tennyson is mindful of the concept of ringing out the old year and ringing in
the new. It would appear the peals of the bells of his day sound in harmony
with those of our own. The falseness of persons, political slander, and wars
brought on by pride seem to be an ever-prevailing darkness that rings loud and
strong even as we enter our new year. Although his poem acknowledges the
darkness of the land, he suggests the ringing of new bells from which a
common love of truth, goodness and freedom peal. He suggests the bell from
which peals the valiant man who has the larger heart and kinder hand.
A challenge we face is the difficulty of ringing out in clear voice the bells of
justice, mercy and reconciliation. We seem more prone to collecting and
storing such sounds for our own listening enjoyment. So often the sounds get
overwhelming for we fail to dampen the dark peals completely before we ring
anew. It is no surprise if one year simply merges with the new without
noticeable change.
The peals sound with such harsh reverberations we begin to believe the sound
must be accepted. The bells of religious institutions are challenged with
changing social norms, spiritual awakenings and interpretations of holy texts.
The bells of a government by the people are challenged with the bells of greed,
influence and unchecked authority. In 2017, as in prior years, we witnessed the
rising up of people as they sought to ring out the falseness of those by whom
they are governed and policed. The old bell of racism was dusted off again and
rang with an unsettling peal.
Too loud are the bells that ring of fear and darkness. The bells ring as alarms to
our freedoms. Yet, they are bells out of tune with Christian faith.
(continued on next page)
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JANUARY
Sunday — 9:30 a.m. — Coffee/Social Time — Fellowship Hall
Sunday — 10:00 a.m. — Sunday School — 11:00 a.m. — Morning Worship Service
Wednesday — 10:30-11:15 a.m. — Prayer & Praise Service — Sanctuary
Wednesday — 12:30-3:30 p.m. — WCC Adult Art Classes — Fellowship Hall
Wednesday — 7:30 p.m. — Chancel Choir Rehearsal — Sanctuary
Thursday — 7:00 p.m. — Cub Scouts — Fellowship Hall

Jan. 7

Jan. 14

Jan. 15

8:30 a.m.

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast in
the Fellowship Hall.

11:00 a.m.

Service of Holy Communion.

12:00 p.m.

Annual Church Conference
immediately following the
worship service.

12:00 p.m.

Circle #2 will meet in the home
of Kay Stephenson for lunch
and their regular meeting.

Jan. 15

6:30 p.m.

M & Ms Circle will meet in the
home of Theresa Beale for
dinner and their regular
meeting.

Jan. 29

6;30 p.m.

Pastoral Relations Committee
Meeting in the Fellowship Hall.

7:30 p.m.

Executive Committee Meeting
in the Fellowship Hall.

7:30 p.m.

Board of Deacons Meeting in
the Fellowship Hall.

Jan. 30

(Continued from page 1)

“The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it…He came to that which was
his own, but his own did not receive him. Yet to all who receive him, to those who believed in his name,
he gave the right to become children of God – children born not of natural descent, nor of human
decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among
us.” (John 1:5-13)
There remains the true sound of the bell of Christ Jesus. In him there is no uncertain or false tone. In
him there is the pure and peaceful peals of grace and love. His peal is of unity between race and clan,
male and female, alien and citizen. The bell cannot be well heard over those that ring in darkness unless
those with the bells of faith ring with commitment and enthusiasm of spirit. The bells of Christians must
ring hopeful that, upon hearing the good news of God as proclaimed by angels, prophets and martyrs,
the sound will reverberate within the hearts of those whose bells are out of tune with truth and right.
Let us ring in the new year with the Christ that is to be!
Your servant in Christ, Pastor Sam
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January 7

Gen 1:1-5

Ps 29

Acts 19:1-7

Mk 1:4-11

January 14

I Sam 3:1-109

Ps 139:1-18

I Cor 6:12-20

Jn 1:43-51

January 21

Jonah 3:1-5, 10

Ps 62:5-12

I Cor 7:29-31

Mk 1:14-20

January 28

Deut 18:15-20

Ps 111

I Cor 8:1-13

Mk 1:21-18

Circle #2 is continuing their drive
to collect new or
gently used
children’s and adults coats, jackets, scarves, mittens and hats -XLG in adult wear is especially
appreciated. Please bring your
clean garments and place them in
the boxes in the vestibule or the
lobby.
Dot Gwaltney & Beverly Parsons
Co-Chairpersons

Continue to enjoy the art work in the lobby and Fellowship
Hall provided by the students in the WCC Adult Art Classes.
Winter Session classes will begin on January 10th on
Wednesdays from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. Artists may begin their
art experience
following the “Prayer and Praise” Service
about 11:30 — bring your lunch.
We would love to have you join us — art reduces stress and
the class provides good companionship!
Hannah Wise Holland
Instructor
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Our condolences to Erin Beck whose grandmother, Rebecca McQuarry, died
Sunday, December 18. The funeral was held in Lynchburg and was officiated
by Rev John McQuarry, her son, who lives here in Windsor. Erin bravely gave
the eulogy sharing among things that her grandmother had died on the third
Sunday of Advent. This was the Sunday of joy and Erin felt it appropriate as
grandmother had brought joy to so many people during her life. Erin is
married to Aaron Beck and together they have a son, Mark.
Our condolences to The Scott family. The visitation was held at the church
with an estimated 1000 persons filing in to share their condolences with the
family. With a full church, having had to add chairs, seat worshippers in the
choir loft and in the fellowship hall, the memorial service for Everette Scott
took place on Wednesday, December 20th. As Everette especially enjoyed
hymns that include a men’s part to sing in the refrain, the family chose
“Standing on the Promises” and “Love Lifted Me” as congregational hymns.
The sound of singing in a full church is always uplifting and it was
especially so on this occasion. His daughter Elizabeth offered the eulogy
sharing the many positive qualities held by her father as well as shared what
she learned from her father.
The Windsor Congregational Christian Church entered a float in this year’s town Christmas parade.
Pastor Sam designed the float and with the assistance of George Stubbs the float was set and ready to
roll in about two hours. Billy Gwaltney provided the tractor, trailer and was himself the driver which
was much appreciated by the pastor. Unfortunately we had no one to ride on the float and it was
suggested we need candy to distribute next year.
Once again, the church building was prepared for the Christmas season. The M&M circle had the task of
decorating the interior of the church using live poinsettias on the altar and in the corners of the transepts.
Wreaths of fresh cut greenery were hung in the windows. The challenge was the “Chrismon” tree with
its height and aging decorations. Outside, the other women’s circle decorated the door ways. Bentley
Richardson set up the outside crèche viewable from the highway. Pastor Sam was consulted concerning
the placement of the three kings (magi). They came from the east.
The tree was empty of tags and the surrounding floor space around the gift tree was anything but bare.
Many wrapped Christmas gifts were brought for the mission effort in assisting a family have a merry
holiday celebration. Thank you, Courtney Beale for organizing and delivering the gifts.
Kay Stephenson offered the opportunity to participate in the Christmas mission of Samaritans Purse.
There were more shoe boxes filled with Christmas cheer this year than last. Ours along with those from
the Baptist church were delivered to the location in Zuni. The Sunday of presentation, a short video was
shown during worship of the many children who in past years have been recipients of a shoe box. It is
amazing what can be stuffed into one shoe box that can bring such joy and a reminder that our ministry
is about reaching people.
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Following the Children’s Message on December 24th, the
children went back to the Fellowship Hall for a “Birthday
Party for Jesus” and storytime with Ms. Kathy. They were
treated to ice cream and cupcakes — those smiling faces
tell us that everyone was having a GREAT time!

Our congratulations to Timothy and Leslie
Smullen who recently welcomed
a new
daughter into their family. Natalie Rose
Smullen was born on December 29th. Our best
wishes to Timothy, Leslie, Aiden, Izzy and
Natalie.
Congratulations also to proud grandparents,
Anita and DeWitt Holland, and great
grandparents, Hannah and Wilson Holland.
Welcome to our church family, Natalie!
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I just want to say Merry Merry Christmas. We have been truly blessed. The girls were in awe. "The best
Christmas ever!" I have been over whelmed all day. Y'all have truly been a Christmas blessing. No
words to express my gratitude and appreciation.
Angel Tree Mom
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Attendance

Sunday mornings, 9:30 a.m., WCC Fellowship Hall

Date

Attendance

12/03/17

80

12/10/17

62

12/17/17

65

12/24/17

90

12/31/17

Join us for coffee and social time before Sunday School

$22,151.10

Sunday School — 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship — 11:00 a.m.

12/03/17—12/31/17
* Includes Pledges/ Basket Offering/
Donations to Building Fund

Pastor: R. Samuel Askew
Administrative Secretary/Treasurer: Nancy Bland
Music Director: Sid Neighbours
Audio Technicians: Mike & Courtney Roggmann
Church Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday thru Friday —
9:00-1:00 p.m.

