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“When the song of the angels is stilled, when the star in the sky is gone, when the kings 
and princes are home, when the shepherds are back with their flock, the work of Christmas 
begins: To find the lost, to heal the broken, to feed the hungry, to release the prisoner, to 
rebuild the nations, to bring peace among brothers, to make music in the heart.” – Howard 
Thurman 
 
The season of Epiphany follows Christmastide. It is the twelfth night following the birth of 
Jesus commemorating the visit of the three kings (January 6th). These kings or ‘wise’ men 
who through legend are named Melchior, Caspar and Balthazar, followed the star of   
Bethlehem across the desert directed by a star. They arrived mistakenly at the palace of 
King Herod who knew nothing of the star or the birth of a king. Moving on, the star led 
them to the young child Jesus. To Mary, Jesus’ mother, they offered gifts of gold, in       
recognition of his royal standing; frankincense, in recognition of his divine birth; and 
myrrh, a spice for mortal use. 
 
The word ‘Epiphany’ means manifestation. It is the revelation of God having appeared 
through the baby Jesus whose birth we celebrate annually. For centuries, December 25th 
or Christmas Day was secondary to Epiphany. European Christians celebrated the twelfth 
night singing carols house to house known as ‘wassailing.’ In Spanish culture, especially in 
the islands of the Caribbean, and throughout the America’s, Epiphany is known as Dia de 
los Reyes and is a festival day of greater significance than is Christmas. 
 
Epiphany gives meaning to the birth of the Savior of the world in a context greater than 
the scene we are given in the gospel according to Luke. For in that gospel, the angels     
reveal to shepherds who leave their sheep to search for the baby. When they have found 
what had been told them, they left rejoicing. This is the ‘Peanut’s’ story as in the Charles 
Shultz, Charlie Brown Christmas, the chaos of the moment is brought to a close as the 
character Linus takes center stage and quotes directly from the gospel of Luke, “And it 
came to pass…” 
 

More is needed in the world than to merely celebrate a historic moment where “it came 
to pass.” It is important to remember that Jesus was born not singularly for the Hebrew 
people. The kings represented three continents known to most at the time; Europe, Asia 
and Africa. That  was the known  world of that  age. When Matthew’s gospel introduces us 
                                                  (continued on next page) 
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JANUARY 
 
 

Sunday — 9:30 a.m. — Coffee/Social Time — Fellowship Hall 
 

Sunday — 10:00 a.m. — Sunday School — 11:00 a.m. — Morning Worship Service 
 

Wednesday — 10:30-11:15 a.m. — Prayer & Praise Service — Sanctuary 
 

Wednesday — 11:45-3:00 p.m. — WCC Adult Art Classes —  Fellowship Hall 

Beginning January 9th 
 

Wednesday — 7:30 p.m. — Chancel Choir Rehearsal — Sanctuary 
 

Thursday — 7:00-8:00 p.m. — Cub Scouts — Fellowship Hall 

Jan. 3 7:30 p.m. Board of Deacons Meeting in  

  the Sanctuary. 

 

Jan. 6 8:30 a.m. Men’s Fellowship Breakfast  

  Meeting in the Fellowship Hall.  

  

Jan. 7 12:00 p.m. Circle #2 will meet at the  

  Farmer’s Daughter for lunch  

  and their regular meeting. 

 

 6:30 p.m. M & Ms Circle will meet in the 

  Fellowship Hall for dinner and 

  their regular meeting. 

Jan. 9 11:45-3:00p.m. Winter Session Adult Art  

  Classes begin in the Fellowship 

  Hall. 

 

Jan. 13 11:00 a.m. Holy Communion. 

 

 12:00 Noon Annual Church Conference. 

 

Jan. 28 6:30 p.m. Pastoral Relations Committee 

  Meeting in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

 7:30 p.m. Executive Committee Meeting 

  in the Fellowship Hall. 

(continued from page 1)    

to these representatives, we are to take note. The God of all creation intends to be recognized by all who long for his 
powerful    presence to be with them not just in story but as the gospel writer John says, “The Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and only, who came from the Father, full of truth and 
grace.” (John 1:14) 
 
Celebrating Christmas is nice and has been made festive though it seems to have been taken over and become a 
mostly secular event. Celebrating Epiphany holds more meaning for me. Epiphany offers a reminder of the greatness 
of God’s love that does not abandon us, nor is it a love that is exclusive or conditional. Whereas Christmas focuses 
upon the tiny baby born in a manger, the focus of Epiphany is upon me and my challenge not simply to revisit the  
manger, but to visit and offer my gifts to my Savior, Jesus Christ. Epiphany reminds me that the blessings of God are 
bestowed beyond Bethlehem and the Herod’s of the world cannot control the message of God for the world.  
 
As the wise men took a different route home to avoid the evil of King Herod, I pray that we shall seek new routes to          
proclaim the grace and truth that dispels the darkness and brings light to all people. So, keep the lights shinning       
beyond New Year’s Day and remember the “beautiful star that guides our way unto a land of perfect day.” 
 
         Your servant in Christ, Pastor Sam 
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Continue to enjoy the art work in the lobby and Fellowship Hall 

provided by the  students in the WCC Adult Art Classes.   
 

Winter Session classes will resume on January 9th.  Art is good 
for the mental and physical health.  New members wanting to 

challenge themselves, I  welcome you  after Prayer & Praise at 
11:45 a.m. — bring your lunch — no talent required.  Let me 

help you find a new habit while   enjoying less stress.  You may 
leave whenever you wish.  Regular classes begin at 12:30 p.m. 

 
   Hannah Wise Holland, Instructor 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

January 6—Epiphany   
 Isa 60:1-6  Ps 72:1-14     Eph 3:1-12   Matt 2:1-12 
 
January 13—Baptism of Jesus 
 Isa 43:1-7  Ps 29      Acts 8:14-17  Luke 3:15-17 21-22 
 
January 20 
 Isa 62:1-5  Ps 36:5-10     I Cor 12:1-11  John 2:1-11 
 
January 27 
 Neh 8:1-10  Ps 19      I Cor 12:12-31a  Luke 4:14-21 

We had such a 

GREAT time 

caroling on    

December 16th.  

We    visited 

five homes in 

the area and      

carried fruit 

baskets to the following:  Buzz and Grace, Betty 

Hardy, Carolyn Harrup, Joe and Carolyn, and 

John Henry and Jeanette.  We hope to make this 

an annual event — hope you can join us next 

year! 
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We are once again  collecting coats and      
jackets, hats and scarves this winter.  These 
are taken to Suffolk Christian Church.  They 
have a room set aside to store them and then   
distribute the coats throughout the winter 
months to needy and  homeless people. We ask 

that the coats be clean, 
but they do not have to be 
new.  Boxes are available in the lobby and vestibule for your use. 
 
   Kay Stephenson and Mary Lee Willis 
   Co-chairpersons 

 

Women’s Fellowship – Connie Yeatman, President 
 

 

Happy New Year!  As we begin  2019, many are making  
resolutions to improve their health, their time management 

or maybe their commitments.  Whatever your goals for the 
new year, please include something that is good for 

you...like joining one of our circles and the Fellowship!   
During these winter months when we are getting out less, it 
is always nice to share the warmth 

of Christian love found in our 
groups.  One of our lessons from Lydia is her gathering with 
women to study and learn more about Jesus.  That may be 

the best resolution of all! 
 

I want to thank all who assisted with our trip to Glorious 
Christmas Nights, our Desert-A-Month Raffle, the Angel Tree 
and the fruit baskets distributed during caroling.  It has been 

a busy season of giving and only possible because of all of 
your generosity and your willingness to work on these       
projects. 

 
The new year is on the way with more opportunities to serve 

and grow together. 
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The M & Ms Circle met at the church on November 29th to decorate 
for the Advent and    Christmas   Seasons.  Thanks  to all who were 
able to come help and bring some able-bodied husbands for the    
climbing and heavy lifting.  And a special “thank you” to Mark Beck 
for his help — watching him was a true joy to behold! 
 
During the fall the Fellowship held workshops to repair some of the 
old Chrismons and make some new ones — the tree truly is         
beautiful! 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Courtney Roggmann 
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On Sunday, December 9th, the Children’s Hand Bell Choir  
performed “Angels We Have Heard on High” and “Silent 
Night”.  Thanks, kids —  you are very special to your church 
family! 

 

Following the Children’s Moment on Sunday,    
December 23rd, the children went to the           
Fellowship Hall for a Birthday Party for Jesus.  
Thanks, Kathy and Tom, for always hosting this 
special time for the kids! 
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Sunday School — 10:00 a.m. 

 
Morning Worship — 11:00 a.m. 

                                                          

 

Pastor:  R. Samuel Askew 

 

Administrative Secretary/Treasurer:   Nancy Bland 

 

Music Director:  Sid Neighbours 

 

Audio Technicians:  Mike & Courtney Roggmann 

 

    Church Office Hours:  Monday, Wednesday thru Friday —  

   9:00-1:00 p.m.  

 

Attendance 

Date  

 
 Attendance 

11/25/18  80 

12/2/18  74 

12/9/18  59 

12/16/18  68 

12/23/18  79 

* Includes Pledges/ Basket Offering/           

Donations to Building Fund/Missions Fund 

 $16, 687.00 

11/25/18—12/23/18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday mornings, 9:30 a.m., WCC Fellowship Hall 

 

Join us for coffee and social time before Sunday School 


