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One Size Fits All
“Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the
road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. But small is
the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find
it.” - Matthew 7:13-14
I read an enlightening article posted by a friend on Facebook. It had
to do with what was shared at a national convention for baseball coaches. One of the main
speakers was a retired major league coach who appeared on stage with a “home plate”
attached to a chain hanging over his chest. When he asked how many Little League
coaches were in the room many hands went up. He asked, “Does anyone know how wide
home plate is in Little League?” The correct answer of seventeen inches was given. The
coach asked the same of High School and College coaches. Again, the correct answer of
seventeen inches was given. How wide is the plate for the Minor and Major leagues? The
plate remains at seventeen inches.
A pitcher does not make it to the big league unless he successfully and consistently can
throw the ball over these seventeen inches. From the least to most experienced, the size
of home plate is the same. No exceptions made.
We once again see the wide road to destruction when a young adult leaves the house and
enters a school killing persons at random because his life is unsettled and unhappy. Great
is the power of evil over individuals when the gate chosen is the wide and easy that
demands no accountability. The easier entry will always be the preferred choice; yet, it
does not lead to a peaceful end. Entering by the narrow door is simply accepting the size
of home plate rather than expecting it to be wider so that more pitchers can feel
successful.
As a society we have given up the rod and have spoiled the child. We have rid ourselves of
instruments of correction because they were not used responsibly. We gave up on school
prayer having allowed public prayer to become political, hurtful and a means of Christian
indoctrination to the horror of our blended religious society. We have separated science
from theology. We have allowed the religion of atheism, that faith which holds one to be
accountable only to themselves, to become the state approved religion.
(continued on next page)
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MARCH
Sunday — 9:30 a.m. — Coffee/Social Time — Fellowship Hall
Sunday — 10:00 a.m. — Sunday School — 11:00 a.m. — Morning Worship Service
Wednesday — 10:30-11:15 a.m. — Prayer & Praise Service — Martha S. Persons Class
Wednesday — 12:30-3:00 p.m. — WCC Adult Art Classes — Fellowship Hall
Wednesday — 7:30 p.m. — Chancel Choir Rehearsal — Sanctuary
Thursday — 7:00 p.m. — Cub Scouts — Fellowship Hall
10:00 a.m.

Children’s Hand Bell Choir
Rehearsal in their classroom.

Baked Potato Dinner in the
Fellowship Hall sponsored by
the Women’s Fellowship.

12:00 p.m.

Bake Sale in the Fellowship
Hall sponsored by the Women’s
Fellowship.

7:00 p.m.

World Day of Prayer Service.

2:00 p.m.

8:30 a.m.

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast in
the Fellowship Hall.

Bowling Outing at the Franklin
Bowling Center sponsored by
the Board of Deacons.

March 22

7:30 p.m.

Lenten Study—The Final Week.

March 25

1:00 p.m.

Board of Deacons Meeting in
the Fellowship Hall.

March 26

6:30 p.m.

Pastoral Relations Committee
Meeting in the Fellowship Hall.

7:30 p.m.

Executive Committee Meeting
in the Fellowship Hall.

March 1

7:30 p.m.

Lenten Study—Proclaiming the
Kingdom.

March 2

6:00 p.m.

March 4

March 5

7:00 p.m.

Women’s Fellowship Meeting in
the Fellowship Hall.

March 8

7:30 p.m.

Lenten Study—Calming the
Storm.

March 15

7:30 p.m.

Lenten Study—Sinners,
Outcasts and the Poor.

March 18

I remember when prayer in school was simply asking God to guide us through the day in openness to learning, in
respectfulness to those who teach, and to help us be honorable in all that is said and done. Amen. This style of prayer
is like that which opens the daily session of Congress and the sessions of the Supreme Court. This style of prayer is a
reminder to students, teachers, administrators as well as the legislative and judicial bodies that they are not
accountable to friends and associates. All are accountable to God whose love is without conditions and whose grace is
without end.
We can attempt to solve the problems of gun violence by ridding ourselves of guns; but, evil will find a new weapon.
The solution is the narrow door; the maintaining of the measurements of home plate. Many nations turned to
dictatorships and governments ruled by religious fundamentalist through fear. What would it be like if our solution
were to be intentional about directing individuals toward the narrow gate? Might we dedicate ourselves to the
development of personal relationships with God through prayer, study of the holy texts and worship that is directed to
God? Just a thought.
Your servant in Christ, Pastor Sam
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March 4

Ex 20:1-17

Ps 19

1 Cor 1:18-25

Jn 2:13-22

March 11

Num 21:4-9

Ps 107:1-3, 17-22

Eph 2:1-10

Jn 3:14-21

March 18

Jer 31:31-34

Ps 51:1-12 or
Ps 119:9-16

Heb 5:5-10

Jn 12:20-33

March 25

Mk 11: 1-11 or
Jn 12:12-16

Ps 118:1-2, 19-29

Isa 50:4-9a
Ps 31:9-16
Phil 2:5-11

Mk 14:1-5, 15:47 or
Mk 15:1-47

Circle #2 is continuing their drive
to collect new or
gently used
children’s and adults coats, jackets, scarves, mittens and hats -XLG in adult wear is especially
appreciated. Please bring your
clean garments and place them in
the boxes in the vestibule or the
lobby.
Dot Gwaltney & Beverly Parsons
Co-Chairpersons

Continue to enjoy the art work in the lobby and Fellowship
Hall provided by the students in the WCC Adult Art Classes.
Winter Session classes meet on Wednesdays from 12:30 to
3:00 p.m. Artists may begin their art experience following
the “Prayer and Praise” Service about 11:30 — bring your
lunch.
We would love to have you join us — art reduces stress and
the class provides good companionship!
Hannah Wise Holland
Instructor
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If you were not at the Community House on
Sunday evening, February 11th, you missed a
GREAT evening. As you can see, the spread
was QUITE IMPRESSIVE — we have some
great cooks in our church!
Following dinner we had a WONDERFUL
program provided by the Sisters 2 — Stephanie
Poole and Cheryl Askew — Sam’s very talented
sisters.
A GREAT TIME WAS HAD BY ALL!!!
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Women’s Fellowship –
Loving

Learning

Kathy Queen, President

Laughing

Serving

March 5
Women’s Fellowship Meeting @ 7:00
Special Program Guest - Martha Lee will present a program on “Wings”. …and
you are thinking what kind of wings?????? Come to the meeting and find out
about this very unique ministry.
Also, the new slate of officers will be announced for the next two years and the Marthas
and Marys Circle will have some delicious refreshments. Hope to see you on the 5th!
Sign up for ………World Day of Prayer Dinner…
We will be celebrating World Day of Prayer Friday March 2. The
program will start at 7:00. However if you would like to participate
in the baked potato dinner before the program you need to sign up in
the vestibule, or in the lobby by the side door by February 25. You
can also make a reservation by phone until Wednesday, February 28.
Call Kathy Queen at 242-4365 and leave a message. The cost of the
dinner is $5.00 per person. Dinner is at 6:00PM in the social hall.
Sunday March 18 in the Fellowship Hall immediately following the worship service we
will have a

Bake Sale.
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The Pastoral Relations Committee is requesting two changes to the church's constitution to correct an error
and a misinterpretation made when it was designed years ago.
The changes will be voted on at the April Quarterly conference.
The first change is needed due to the members term ending dates that are not equal. As it is designed now, 1
member has a term that expires in 2018, 3 member’s terms expire in 2019 and 1 member’s term expires in
2020. A change needs to be made so that 1 member’s term expires in 2018, 2 member’s terms expire in 2019
and 2 member’s terms expire in 2020.
The proposed change would be to Section 7, paragraph 1, sentence #4.
The original sentence reads "Two (2) members are appointed by the current pastor after one full year of
tenure, one for a 2 year term and one for a 3 year term."
The updated sentence would read" Two (2) members are appointed by the current pastor after one full year of
tenure, both shall serve a 3 year term."
-----The second change that is needed is regarding the length of time the chairperson serves. The Pastoral
Relations Committee was designed to be a fluid committee, that means a committee that its internal dynamics
change over a short time frame, bringing fresh leadership and ideas.
This proposed change would be to Section 7, paragraph 5, sentence #1.
The original sentence reads "A chairperson and secretary shall be elected by its members to serve a period of
one year."
A new sentence would be added following the one above that would read "The chairperson should ideally
only serve as chairperson for one year but may not serve for more than two consecutive years."
DeWitt Holland, Chairperson
Rocketry at Virginia Tech is an organization dedicated to exploring high power
amateur rocketry, and sharing that experience with the rest of Virginia Tech. As
a design team, we compete in competitions across the country, continually
pushing the limits of what we know to go higher, faster,...
Charles Watson’s rocketry group is working on a project to launch a rocket again
in New Mexico and they are raising funds to help get them there — any
donations are appreciated. If you would like to donate, please visit https://
www.gofundme.com/rocketry-at-virginia-tech-team.
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Sunday, March 18
2:00 p.m.
Franklin Bowling Ally
This event is being sponsored by the Board of Deacons and we
encourage you to join us. The church will pay for two games per
person and shoe rental for each bowler.
Tentative reservations are in place but we will need to know the actual
number attending by March 4th in case more lanes are needed —
however, late deciders will be welcome!
Plan to enjoy us for this event — if you don’t want to bowl just come
for the fellowship!

On February 4th, Boy Scout Troop #41 and Cub Scout Pack #41 assisted in the Worship Service in
celebration of Boy Scout Sunday. The annual event marks the birthday of Lord Baden-Powell, founder of the
international scouting movement. Troop 41 is sponsored by Windsor Ruritan Club and Pack 41 is sponsored
by our Men’s Fellowship.
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Attendance
Date

Attendance

2/04/18

88

2/11/18

53

2/18/18

54

Sunday mornings, 9:30 a.m., WCC Fellowship Hall
Join us for coffee and social time before Sunday School

$7,191.00

Sunday School — 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship — 11:00 a.m.

2/04/18—2/18/18
* Includes Pledges/ Basket Offering/
Donations to Building Fund

Pastor: R. Samuel Askew
Administrative Secretary/Treasurer: Nancy Bland
Music Director: Sid Neighbours
Audio Technicians: Mike & Courtney Roggmann
Church Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday thru Friday —
9:00-1:00 p.m.

