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Basil L. Ballard, Pastor Emeritus

As I age it seems remembering where I set my eye glasses
and my car key is a greater challenge than remembering something
from my youth. Songs occur to me out of the blue that I have not
heard in ages. These songs become stuck in my thoughts
throughout a day. Recently I remembered the song that began the
hour of worship in various churches of my childhood. The words
are: “The Lord is in his holy temple. Let all the earth keep silent
before him.”
In my mind I can see the choir director motioning the choir to rise as he nods to
the organist for the individual notes of the first chord. With eyes focused upon the
director’s hands, the choir began singing without organ accompaniment. Confidently
the words came forth in full volume proclamation. Then, the director signaled an abrupt
end. With new breath and sung more quietly with each phrase the congregation was
prepared to worship. Just minutes before the congregation had been attempting to talk
over the pre-worship music. Now there was silence and God had our attention.
In the parish I serve presently, worship begins with the sound of three strikes of
a bell. This was the custom of my previous parish that I had instituted because I was
often ready to begin worship but found it difficult to capture the attention of the
congregation. It seemed similar to how a bell was used as a stimulus for conditioning
behavior in a study by the Russian physiologist Ivan Pavlov commented one Deacon.
With quick thinking I responded that the bell was rung to signal the presence of God as
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Indeed, when I first visited the Windsor Christian Church I
was amused that the moment of the sound of the bell was titled “Trinity Chimes.”
It is challenging to capture the attention of people intentionally gathered at a
specific hour and place to become silent in the House of the Lord. Is it any wonder there
are so many people gathered elsewhere who rarely or never become silent to hear a
redemptive word of the Lord?
The wireless phone, email and texting has been a blessing for the challenges of
busy lives. We know if someone is running late; if a sick child needs to be picked up
from school; if evening plans with family or friends have changed at the last minute.
Although we feel the need to be constantly available to others, how available do we
make ourselves to God?
(continued on next page)
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MAY
Sunday — 9:30 a.m. — Coffee/Social Time — Fellowship Hall
Sunday — 10:00 a.m. — Sunday School — 11:00 a.m. — Morning Worship Service
Wednesday — 10:30-11:15 a.m. — Prayer & Praise Service — Sanctuary
Wednesday — 12:30-3:00 p.m. — WCC Adult Art Classes — Fellowship Hall
Wednesday — 7:30 p.m. — Chancel Choir Rehearsal — Sanctuary
Thursday — 7:00-8:00 p.m. — Cub Scouts — Fellowship Hall
May 2

7:30 p.m.

Board of Deacons Meeting
in the Sanctuary.

May 3

7:00-10:00

Concert in the Park
featuring The Deloreans —
food will be available for
purchase.

May 5

8:30 a.m.

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast
Meeting in the Fellowship
Hall.

May 6

11:30 a.m.

May 6

6:30 p.m.

M & Ms Circle will meet in
the Fellowship Hall for
dinner/meeting.

May 7

7:30 p.m.

Board of Christian
Education Meeting in the
Fellowship Hall.

May 12

11:00 a.m.

Service of Holy Communion.

May 27

6:30 p.m.

Pastoral Relations
Committee Meeting in the
Fellowship Hall.

Circle #2 will meet at the
church to go to The Taste of
Smithfield for lunch/meeting.

(continued from page 1)

There was a farmer in Kansas I would visit who was afflicted with a cancer that was slowly eating through
his jaw and right side of his face. He had lost his sight and had only one good ear with which to hear. He knew his
life would soon be over. When I visited, he would usually be sitting on the couch with his eyes closed as his sons
and I would talk. Looking at him now and then I noticed his lips moving and finally I asked his sons if there was
something he needed. Also seeing his lips move one son explained, Dad is just singing hymns to himself.
The man’s eyes opened and as much as he could he smiled and told me that he had spent years on a tractor
and to pass the time he would sing hymns. Hymns had been his connection with God that had gotten him through
the death of his wife, some tough lean years of farming, and now hymns were helping him pass the hours waiting
for his death. He commented that he had several CD’s he could listen to, but he enjoyed singing the songs in the
quietness of his mind. “What were you singing just now?” I asked. “Take Time to Be Holy,” he replied and with a
hoarse voice he sang.
“Take time to be holy, the world rushes on; spend much time in secret with Jesus alone. By looking to
Jesus, like him thou shalt be; thy friends, in thy conduct, his likeness shall see.”
As the world rushes by, remember to check in with God.
Your servant in Christ, Pastor Sam
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Thank you to all of our church family who have supported both of our
projects, Samaritans Purse and our coat drive. We are pleased to have
taken 35 coats to Suffolk Christian Church for distribution.
We are so happy to have welcomed two new members this year,
Hannah Holland and Carolyn Jones.
Our May 6th meeting will be at The Taste of Smithfield. We will plan to leave from our church parking
lot at 11:30 so that we can ride together.
Mary Lee Willis and Kay Stephenson, Co-Chairs
Hi, Everyone,
I just wanted to give you one last reminder about The Woman’s
Club of Windsor’s shoe drive for Soles 4 Souls. Several area
churches have participated, including Beaverdam Baptist,
Woodland Methodist, and a church in Smithfield. We are
currently at 947 pairs of shoes as of April 22 nd. Our goal is 1,000 and we are so close!! If any of
you have any shoes to donate we are ending the drive at the end of May. This is a remarkable
organization and a great charity to support.
Many thanks,
Kay Stephenson

Continue to enjoy the art work in the lobby and Fellowship
Hall provided by the students in the WCC Adult Art Classes.
Art is good for the mental and physical health.
New
members wanting to challenge themselves, I welcome you
after Prayer & Praise at 11:45 a.m. — bring your lunch —
no talent required. Let me help you find a new habit while
enjoying less stress. You may leave whenever you wish.
Regular classes begin at 12:30 p.m.
Anyone needing Mother’s Day gifts, most pictures are for
sale. Any of my art work sales go DIRECTLY TO OUR CHURCH.
Hannah Wise Holland, Instructor
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Our youngest ones enjoyed a fun time
finding Easter Eggs at church on Sunday,
April 21st!
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We were so pleased on
Palm Sunday to have our
Children’s Hand Bell
Choir perform “When I
Survey the Wondrous
Cross.” Thank you kids
— you did a phenomenal
job!

If those pretty smiles are
any indication our
Beginner’s Sunday School
Class seemed to be really
enjoying their Art Project
with teacher Anita
Holland. Pictured are Ella
Howell, Aiden Bryant and
Izzy Smullen.
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Attendance
Date

Attendance

3/31/19

54

4/7/19

63

4/14/19

85

4/21/19

95

Sunday mornings, 9:30 a.m., WCC Fellowship Hall
Join us for coffee and social time before Sunday School

$10,459.00

Sunday School — 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship — 11:00 a.m.

3/31/19—4/21/19
* Includes Pledges/ Basket Offering/
Donations to Building Fund/Missions Fund

Pastor: R. Samuel Askew
Administrative Secretary/Treasurer: Nancy Bland
Music Director: Sid Neighbours
Audio Technicians: Mike & Courtney Roggmann
Church Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday thru Friday —
9:00-1:00 p.m.

