Windsor Christian Chronicle
Windsor Congregational Christian Church

P. O. Box 407, 4 N. Court St., Windsor, VA 23487
Church Phone/Fax: 757-242-4794
email: staff@windsorchristian.org
website: windsorchristian.org
Reverend R. Samuel Askew, Pastor
email: pastor@windsorchristian.org
Volume 18, Issue 10
October, 2018
INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
From the Pastor

1-2

October Events

2

WCCC Art Class

3

October Lectionary

3

Sentara Obici Service 3
Women’s Fellowship

4

Circle #2

5

Board of Christian Ed. 6
Movie/Sanctuary

6

Choir Birthday Party

7

Glorious Christmas
Nights

8

Attendance

9

Giving Update

9

Meet the Staff

9

October Calendar

10

Basil L. Ballard, Pastor Emeritus

“More Than Just Okra”
It is interesting how often some comment will be made to me and then it strangely
continues to rise on different occasions with a different group of people.
Recently I was in Colonial Williamsburg and looking at a variety of plants in a
vegetable garden. A couple standing close by asked about the identity of the plant in
front of me. I informed them it was okra. They asked, “is it edible?” Being one of
my least favorite vegetables, I nevertheless suggested that if they were eating in one
of the colonial taverns they should order some.
Then at Sunday lunch with friends and a person who had arrived with them the topic
of okra was brought up. This other person had moved here from Las Vegas where
she was raised. She had never heard of okra. She wanted to know about how best to
prepare it for eating. A neighbor had brought her a grocery bag full as a welcome to
the neighborhood gift and she wasn’t sure what to do with it.
At dinner with my mother a few days later, again, the topic of okra arose. A
neighbor of my sister, who has a large garden, had okra to spare and offered to bring
some by for she and our mother. My sister had never tasted it and mother has never
liked it. The offer was received, and the okra was passed along to other family
members who were quite appreciative.
Then a fourth conversation concerning okra occurred. A friend who had been
grocery shopping decided he needed to try something new. For some reason Okra
came to mind. He found it, purchased some. His grandmother was pleased to tell
him how it should be prepared. He had once eaten it fried at a buffet restaurant
thinking it was small chicken nuggets. It was a surprise to his taste buds but not
horrible tasting he said.
I was reflecting upon my encounters with Okra just days apart and wondered, am I
in an okra commercial and no one has clued me in? Should I be wondering if there
is a message from God somehow intertwined with these encounters about Okra?
When in scripture something is repeated often it means the reader should take
notice.
(continued on next page)
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OCTOBER
Sunday — 9:30 a.m. — Coffee/Social Time — Fellowship Hall
Sunday — 10:00 a.m. — Sunday School — 11:00 a.m. — Morning Worship Service
Wednesday — 10:30-11:15 a.m. — Prayer & Praise Service — Martha S. Persons Class
Wednesday — 11:45-3:00 p.m. — WCC Adult Art Classes — Fellowship Hall
Wednesday — 7:30 p.m. — Chancel Choir Rehearsal — Sanctuary
Thursday — 7:00-8:00 p.m. — Cub Scouts — Fellowship Hall
Oct. 1

12:00 p.m.

Circle #2 will meet at
Nansemond Pointe for their
meeting and lunch with Celia.

6:00 p.m.

M & M’s Circle will meet at
Consulate Health Care for
bingo with the residents.

Oct. 7

11:00 a.m.

World-Wide Communion
Sunday.

Oct. 14

11:00 a.m.

Laity Sunday.

12:00 p.m.

Quarterly Conference.

5:30 p.m.

Dedication of the Carillons.

6:00 p.m.

Movie in the Sanctuary —

Oct. 21
Oct. 2

Oct. 4

Oct. 7

6:30 p.m.

7:30 p.m.

8:30 a.m.

Chrismon Workshop in the
Fellowship Hall to work on
ornaments or get supplies to
work on them at home.
Board of Deacons Meeting in
the Gladys J. Holland
Classroom.
Men’s Fellowship Breakfast
Meeting in the Fellowship Hall.

“All Saints” will be shown.
Oct. 22

7:30 p.m.

Executive Committee Meeting
in the Fellowship Hall.

Oct. 31

5:30 p.m.

Trunk or Treat in the Church
Parking Lot.

The first conversation was with two strangers. The second with a stranger among friends.
The third with my mother about the offering of a stranger. The fourth with a neighbor. Not really a clear
connection for theological reflection.
(continued from page 1)

The first conversation was about the unknown vegetable. The second conversation concerned the gift of the
unknown. The third was about a gift from an unknown neighbor. The fourth conversation the person once
tried the unknown and found it worth purchasing. This has merit.
Some persons have never experienced the grace of God, and they cannot identify it on their own. Some
persons have been recipients of grace, but, they are not sure of what it really means. Some persons are offered
grace who are appreciative and offer grace to others who are in hopes of receiving such. And finally, some
persons have received grace and it was found a worthy purchase.
The abundance of grace, like a plentiful crop of okra, is freely shared with those who have knowledge of it
and is received by those who can appreciate it. A certain vegetable may be an acquired taste as is the Christian
faith. It is best when clearly identified, presented, and prepared so that it will be found nourishing and
delicious. Have you a neighbor in need of okra?
Your servant in Christ, Pastor Sam
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Continue to enjoy the art work in the lobby and Fellowship
Hall provided by the students in the WCC Adult Art Classes.
Fall Session classes meet on Wednesdays. Art is good for
the mental and physical health. New members wanting to
challenge themselves, I welcome you after Prayer & Praise at
11:45 a.m. — bring your lunch — no talent required. Let
me help you find a new habit while
enjoying less stress.
You may leave whenever you wish. Regular classes begin at
12:30 p.m.
Hannah Wise Holland
Instructor

October 7 — World Communion
Job 1:1, 2:1-10

Psalm 26

Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12

Mark 10:2-16

October 14 — Laity Sunday
Job 23:1-9, 16-17

Psalm 22:1-15

Hebrews 4:12-16

Mark 10:17-31

October 21
Job 38:1-7

Psalm 104:1-9

Hebrews 5:1-10

Mark 10:35-45

Romans 3:19-28

John 8:31-36

October 28 — Reformation Sunday
Jeremiah 31:31-34
Psalm 46

The Sentara Obici Hospital has available a helpful service for visitors. You will be provided a ride from your car in the
parking lot to the front entrance by way of a golf cart. When you arrive and are parked, phone 934-4607 (Go ahead
now and put this into your phone contact.) to tell them where you are parked. When you are ready to leave, stop at
the front desk and let them know you would like assistance and a ride will be provided.
The schedule is:
Monday
8:00 am – 4:30 pm
Tues, Thurs, Fri
8:00 am – Noon
Wednesdays
Noon – 4:00 pm
More volunteers (16 yrs and older) are needed both to maintain the present schedule and to expand the schedule.
Just donating a few hours a week would be appreciated. Phone Debbie Williams at 934-4788 if you would like to
volunteer.
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Women’s Fellowship – Connie Yeatman, President
What a wonderful meeting to start our
new year!! Thank you to all the ladies
who came and approved our plans for
2018-2019. You stepped up to a year of
“Learning from Lydia” as you agreed to
willingly serve. We were all motivated
and challenged by the inspirational
words of Mrs. Shirley Talbert.

Seven ladies came to the first Chrismon work
session and we will continue to work on
repairing our ornaments and making new
ones. Join us for this fellowship and much
needed project. Watch the bulletin for the
dates of each session or give me a call.
Tickets are available for our Dessert-a-Month
project! See any member to purchase your
chance to win this delicious treat.
One of our special projects this month is the
Trunk or Treat. Please come out to support
this community outreach. Theresa Beale is
our chairman and she can use everyone’s
help. It is an opportunity to put the faces of
Windsor Christian Church out in the
community and it is fun!
Jeanette Bynum is Chairman for Laity
Sunday on October 14. When she calls on
you, please give her your support!
October is a busy month!! Fall into the fun and join the Fellowship and the circle
of your choice! We need you and we believe you need us too!
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Circle #2 is off to a great start this year. We
have a couple of projects and invite all
members of our church to participate.
We will again be collecting coats and jackets,
hats and scarves this winter. These are taken
to Suffolk Christian Church. They have a room
set aside to store them and then distribute the
coats throughout the winter months to needy
and homeless people. We ask that the coats be
clean, but they do not have to be new. Boxes
will be available at church soon for this
collection.
We will also be sponsoring the Samaritan’s Purse project where shoeboxes are filled
with small toys and other items and are sent to children in need around the world at
Christmas. Kay will have more information on this early in October.
Another project we will continue is to provide dinner once each month for the
volunteers at Western Tidewater Free Clinic. Several volunteers come to the clinic
directly from their full-time job, for the Tuesday evening clinic hours without
enough time to have dinner. We have become famous as they love our homecooked
meals.
We also participate in all Women’s Fellowship projects, such as Trunk or Treat,
Glorious Christmas Nights, World Day of Prayer and our Dessert a Month fundraiser.
Our membership is very small, but we continue to have big projects and we invite any
woman in our church who is not a member to join us.
Kay Stephenson and Mary Lee Willis
Co– Chairs
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The Board of Christian Education is pleased to present the following classes for our Sunday School program:
Martha S. Persons Class 1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

Pam Edwards
Bentley Richardson
Rita Richardson
Covered by one of the above
Hannah Holland (combined in Sanctuary)

Gladys J. Holland Class 1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th

Kay Stephenson
Kathy Queen or Connie Yeatman
Luann Scott
Pastor Sam
Hannah Holland (combined in Sanctuary)

Children

Bryan and Dana Christensen
Aaron and Erin Beck
Anita Holland
Fran Smith
Al Yeatman

We’re very fortunate to have some GREAT Sunday School teachers — come JOIN US!

Movie in the Sanctuary
Sunday, October 21, 2018
6:00 p.m.
Featuring “All Saints”
All Saints movie is based on the inspiring true story of salesman-turnedpastor Michael Spurlock (John Corbett), the tiny church he was ordered to
shut down, and a group of refugees from Southeast Asia. Together, they
risked everything to plant seeds for a future that might just save them all.
After trading in his corporate sales career to become a pastor, Michael’s first
assignment is All Saints, a quaint country church with a dozen members. It
comes with a catch: he has to close the church doors for good and sell the
prime piece of land on which it sits. While developers eagerly eye the
property and the congregation mourns the inevitable, Michael and his family
look forward to moving on to an established church where they can put
down roots.
But when the church hesitantly begins welcoming Karen (kuh-REN)
refugees from Burma—former farmers striving for a fresh start in America—
Michael feels called to an improbable new mission. Toiling alongside the
Karen people, the congregation attempts to turn their fertile land into a
working farm to pay the church’s bills and feed its newest people.
Jeopardizing his family’s future by ignoring his superiors, Michael must choose between completing what he was
assigned to do—close the church and sell the property—or listening to a still, small voice challenging the people of All
Saints to risk it all and provide much-needed hope to their new community.
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On Wednesday, September 26th, Mickey and friends invited the
choir members, music director and audio technicians to a
Birthday Party celebrating all those with birthdays in
September, October, November and December — Luann, Kay,
Connie, Bentley and Pastor Sam. LOTS OF FUN had by all!
Much thanks to Anita Holland and her Music Committee for this
special time!
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An evening out to celebrate the Christmas Season
sponsored by the Women’s Fellowship
at Windsor Christian Church!
Join us on Saturday, December 8, 2018 as we travel to Richmond for the evening performance of
Glorious Christmas Nights at West End Assembly of God. This year’s production is called
“Angels and Kings”!
About the show: This year, Glorious Christmas Nights
features a spectacular holiday musical called “Angels &
Kings.” After arriving late to the daily briefing by the Archangel
Michael, two zealous and good-hearted – if questionably
competent – angels, Ted and Randall, are assigned the task
of helping the Three Kings find the manger. In the zany twists
and turns that ensue as they seek to locate the kings, Ted
and Randall take the opportunity to rescue two wayward
youths and teach them what is important in life — taking
them, ultimately, to the stable in Bethlehem for their divine
appointment with the Christ Child.
Evening includes:


Balcony seating for the 7:30pm performance of Glorious Christmas Nights



Motor coach transportation from Windsor



Snacks and drinks on the motor coach
Cost of $70.00 per person
A dinner stop will be made prior to the performance and is at your own expense.
A portion of the proceeds will help support the Women’s Fellowship
Missions Fund at Windsor Christian Church.
Payment in full is due at time of booking. Please call or email to make your reservations.
Payment by cash or check only made payable to Solutions Travel. Space is limited!

For more information contact:
Solutions Travel ~ Courtney Roggmann, Owner
P.O. Box 365, Windsor, VA 23487 ~ 757-242-0293 - phone
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Attendance
Date

Attendance

9/2/18

37

9/9/18

64

9/16/18

68

9/23/18

53

Sunday mornings, 9:30 a.m., WCC Fellowship Hall
Join us for coffee and social time before Sunday School

$10,051.00

Sunday School — 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship — 11:00 a.m.

9/2/18—9/23/18
* Includes Pledges/ Basket Offering/
Donations to Building Fund/Missions Fund

Pastor: R. Samuel Askew
Administrative Secretary/Treasurer: Nancy Bland
Music Director: Sid Neighbours
Audio Technicians: Mike & Courtney Roggmann
Church Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday thru Friday —
9:00-1:00 p.m.

