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Did a parent or an adult ever say to you, “if I’ve told you once, I’ve told you twice…” Or have you
been told, “Do I need to tell you again?” The more distressful statement my father would use was,
“Don’t make me tell you again.” So, too, when something is repeated in scripture, it usually is
understood as being important.
There is a phrase that is found both in Psalm 14:1 and Psalm 53:1. The phrase is, “The fool says in
his heart, ‘there is no God.’” The passage of scripture came to mind as I read a recent news article
from which is the following quote.
Wednesday, August 26 2018 (The Smithfield Times)
“The Isle of Wight County Board of Supervisors is considering options when it comes to
prayer before meetings and plans to address the issue again at its September work
session. The 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals last year ruled that elected officials violate
the Establishment Clause of the U.S. Constitution when they lead a prayer before a
government meeting. Since Virginia is in the 4th Circuit, the ruling applies to Isle of Wight
County.“
“Donald Williams chastised the Board for ignoring last year’s court order, as well as
questioned the effectiveness of prayer in the first place. “You all pretend that prayers
matter,” he said. “Keep your prayers to yourself ... Praying to an imaginary being does
nothing. Stop it,” he said.”
Indeed! There are prayers that do not matter. Our Lord Jesus said, “And when you pray, do not be
like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be
seen by others.” (Matthew 6:5) The passage goes on to say it would be better to pray alone to the
one who is unseen in secret. In doing this one will discover their reward. Maybe our prayers of the
present are imitating the failed prayers of Jesus’ day. A truth found in this passage is that prayer is
not necessarily for the hearing of God. God already knows our needs.
Prayer is a means to reveal and help clarify our needs in our own mind and in the minds around us
so that the focus of our endeavors will be united. Whether one believes in the existence of God
when public prayers are offered is of little consequence. If the individual offering the prayer is
mindful of the intended purpose, the words will ring true and the setting for an open and respectful
dialogue will be established. In honesty, some persons, including those who believe in God, do not
let the words enter their mind and as a result, I have sat through some divisive church meetings.
(continued on next page)
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SEPTEMBER
Sunday — 9:30 a.m. — Coffee/Social Time — Fellowship Hall
Sunday — 10:00 a.m. — Sunday School — 11:00 a.m. — Morning Worship Service
Wednesday — 10:30-11:15 a.m. — Prayer & Praise Service — Martha S. Persons Class
Wednesday — 11:45-3:00 p.m. — WCC Adult Art Classes — Fellowship Hall
Wednesday — 7:30 p.m. — Chancel Choir Rehearsal — Sanctuary
Thursday — 7:00-8:00 p.m. — Cub Scouts — Fellowship Hall
Sept. 6

7:30 p.m.

Board of Deacons Meeting in
the Fellowship Hall.

Sept. 9

11:00 a.m.

Service of Holy Communion.

12:00 p.m.

Laity Sunday Luncheon.
Chicken, bread and beverage
will be provided. You are asked
to provide side dishes.

Sept. 10

7:00 p.m.

Women’s Fellowship Meeting
in the Fellowship Hall.

Sept. 16

10:00 a.m.

Children’s Hand Bell Choir
Rehearsal in their classroom.

Sept. 16

Sept. 24

Sept. 29

4:00 p.m.

Installation of Rev. Mary Ann
Biggs at Oakland Christian
Church.

6:00 p.m.

Movie in the Sanctuary —
“Won’t You Be My Neighbor” —
life of Mister Rogers.

6:30 p.m.

Pastoral Relations Committee
Meeting in the Fellowship Hall.

7:30 p.m.

Executive Committee Meeting
in the Fellowship Hall.

7:30 p.m.

Movie on the Lawn — “Lion
King” — bring a friend!

(continued from page 1)

It is important that our prayers fit the occasion and be mindful of purpose. For my fifteenth high school reunion banquet I was
asked to give the blessing over the evening meal. My dinner table companion was a former classmate with whom during our high
school years we had friends in common and were both musicians and had been involved in a few school clubs together. Unlike
myself, she was Jewish. This was weighing heavily on my mind as I went to the microphone saying to myself, “do not end the
prayer with in Jesus’ name.”
My sister with whom I graduated from high school the same year, was helpful reminding me, as I rose to leave the table, to omit
the traditional ending of a prayer. She suggested I stick with the tried and true “God is great, God is good, let us thank him for our
food.” I should have prepared a written prayer in advance, as I have since. My prayer gave thanks to God for any number of things
and requested our safety as we finished our weekend together and traveled back to our homes. Ending the prayer, I said, “This, O
God, I pray.” Returning to my table, and feeling great about accomplishing my goal, my sister whispered, “You did well not to
mention Jesus. However, you forgot to bless the meal.”
Prayer does not accomplish anything more than what we allow, or what we expect. Prayer is empowered when it connects the
minds and hearts of the listeners. Prayer must be purposeful and pertinent to the moment. For persons who have no expectations,
prayer has no power. For those who say there is no God, their lack of belief in God does not hinder God’s belief in them. God has
proved that in the re-emergence of the Church in China and the former Soviet Socialist Republic. Thanks be to God!
Your prayerful servant in Christ, Pastor Sam
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Continue to enjoy the art work in the lobby and Fellowship
Hall provided by the students in the WCC Adult Art Classes.
Fall Session classes meet on Wednesdays. Art is good for
the mental and physical health. New members wanting to
challenge themselves, I welcome you after Prayer & Praise at
11:45 a.m. — bring your lunch — no talent required. Let
me help you find a new habit while
enjoying less stress.
You may leave whenever you wish. Regular classes begin at
12:30 p.m.
Hannah Wise Holland
Instructor

September 2

Deut 4:1-2, 6-9

Ps 15

Jas 1:17-27

Mk 7:1-8,
14-15, 21-23

September 9

Isa 35:4-7a

Ps 146

Jas 2:1-17

Mk 7:24-37

September 16

Isa 50:4-9a

Ps 116:1-9

Jas

3:1-12

Mk 8:27-28

September 23

Jer 11:18-20

Ps 54

Jas 3:13-4:3, 7-8a

Mk 9:30-37

September 30

Esth 7:1-10

Ps 124

Jas 5:13-20

Mk 9:38-50
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The Eastern VA Association of the United Church of Christ invites all to participate in this year’s Gospel
Extravaganza on Saturday, September 22nd at 5:00 pm. A time of music and praise to be held at New
Bethany UCC located at 15496 Benn’s Church Rd, Smithfield. The theme is “Puerto Rican Party” and
information about Puerto Rico and the work of the church in that location will be shared.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
The Sentara Obici Hospital has available a helpful service for visitors. You will be provided a ride from your
car in the parking lot to the front entrance by way of a golf cart. When you arrive and are parked, phone
934-4607 (Go ahead now and put this into your phone contact.) to tell them where you are parked. When
you are ready to leave, stop at the front desk and let them know you would like assistance and a ride will be
provided.
The schedule is:
Monday
8:00 am – 4:30 pm
Tues, Thurs, Fri
8:00 am – Noon
Wednesdays
Noon – 4:00 pm
More volunteers (16 yrs and older) are needed both to maintain the present schedule and to expand the
schedule. Just donating a few hours a week would be appreciated. Phone Debbie Williams at 934-4788 if you
would like to volunteer.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
On Sunday, September 16th at 6:00 p.m. there will be a
showing in the sanctuary of the movie “Won’t You Be
My Neighbor”. This is the story of America’s favorite
neighbor; Mister Fred Rogers. A portrait of a man
whom we all think we know, this emotional and moving
film takes us beyond the zip-up cardigan and the
Neighborhood of Make-Believe, and into the heart of a
creative genius who inspired generations of children
with compassion and limitless imagination.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Oakland Christian Church extends an invitation to attend
the service of installation on Sunday, September 16 th at 4:00
pm. The congregation has called as their pastor the Reverend
Mary Ann Biggs. (She preached at Windsor Christian earlier in
the year for their search committee.) Reverend Askew will be
in attendance and hopes for other church members to be
present to celebrate with Oakland, a sister congregation of the
United Church of Christ. (5641 Godwin Blvd, Suffolk, VA)
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Hampton Roads “Morning of Hope” is an annual event held at Mt Trashmore in Virginia Beach. You are
invited to be a participant in an awareness project that seeks to help and bring healing to persons affected by
depression and suicide. This year’s event is on Saturday, September 8 th. Information about the event, the
activities, or to donate can be found at their website: hamptonroadssos-hope.org or speak with Connie
Yeatman, who is a volunteer. Your presence at this event is an easy mission trip. (Brochures are in the church
side door lobby)
During the Hampton Roads Morning of Hope there will be a drawing for a beautiful handmade quilt which
will have a design of colorful cranes on it with an embroidered message on the back of it; "May you find
warmth and peace under this quilt." It is a gift from the Hampton Roads Survivors of Suicide Support Group,
Inc, the sponsor of this outreach.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
During this time of the year the church boards and committees are seeking replacements for the individuals
that will have at the close of this year served their term. Information about the work of each board and
committee can be found within the church constitution that is available on the church website as well as in
the annual Book of Reports. If you have interest in serving the church in some way, please let a board/
committee chairperson know.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Envisioning the Isle - Since the end of the second information gathering period in March 2018, the planning
staff has been hard at work reviewing the feedback. The planning staff held ten public meetings. Input was
received from 409 individuals on where and how Isle of Wight should grow. It was that input that allowed
the planning team to create two different scenarios for future development in Isle of Wight. A third round of
public forums is scheduled. On Thursday, September 13 th at the Windsor Ruritan Club there are two sessions
scheduled. 3:00 – 5:00 pm & 6:30 -8:00 pm
For more information contact:
Malina Springer
Principal Planner
Isle of Wight County
757-365-3660
mspringer@isleofwightus.net
Wednesday, Sept. 26
Fellowship Hall
Immediately following rehearsal
Celebrating birthdays in
September, October, November & December
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Women’s Fellowship – Connie Yeatman, President
Hope your summer has been filled with good
memories and you are ready to get back in the
groove and fall routines….pumpkin spice, school
homework, football games and Women’s
Fellowship!!
Our first meeting is September 10 at 7:00pm.
This is an important meeting as we discuss and
approve our goals, budget and projects for the
year ahead. As we “Learn from Lydia” we will work
with our hands and serve with our hearts
together. Lydia was a busy business woman who
served her Lord with other women. Friendships
and bonds are developed and enriched as we
come together and share a common goal. There is
a project that needs your talent and input.
Please come join us!
Note: Circle 2 is host.

The Board of Deacons will be sponsoring our first Movie on the Lawn September 29th. We will
be showing Disney’s “The Lion King” starting at
7:30 p.m. The Men’s Fellowship and Women’s
Fellowship will be assisting in providing popcorn and
other items. Come and bring a comfortable lawn chair
and join us!

Mike Roggmann, Chairperson
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Attendance

Sunday mornings, 9:30 a.m., WCC Fellowship Hall

Date

Attendance

7/29/18

50

8/5/18

62

8/12/18

47

8/19/18

49

8/26/18

61

Join us for coffee and social time before Sunday School

$11,866.00

Sunday School — 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship — 11:00 a.m.

7/29/18—8/26/18
* Includes Pledges/ Basket Offering/
Donations to Building Fund/Missions Fund

Pastor: R. Samuel Askew
Administrative Secretary/Treasurer: Nancy Bland
Music Director: Sid Neighbours
Audio Technicians: Mike & Courtney Roggmann
Church Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday thru Friday —
9:00-1:00 p.m.

