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“Therefore, everyone who hears these words of mine 
and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built 
his house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams 
rose, and the wind blew and beat against that house; yet 
it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.” 
– Matthew 7:24-25 

The “Sermon on the Mount” given by Jesus is well worth 
the effort to review from time to time. You will find it in 
the Bible contained in the book of Matthew. Beginning at chapter five, the    
passage continues through chapter seven. This sermon contains a treasure of 
essential stand-alone teachings of Jesus that are issues for every generation. I 
believe that the sermon is of great assistance when all one can say about the 
world is that life is not always fair. 

The issues of those who gathered on the mountain listening to Jesus are issues 
that give challenge to us today. Although their customs and culture are in many 
ways different than what we observe and maintain, their thoughts and           
understanding of the world and events natural and manmade are the same. 
How can we find security in an unfair world that has separated itself from God?  
How can we live securely in a world of laws that favor and force the opinion of 
one group over another? When the struggle against the unplanned challenges 
of life occur, who has our back? What happened to the goodness of creation 
that was taught to us? 

The Sermon on the Mount begins with identifying the ways in which we are 
challenged and yet are not defeated. It speaks of the purpose of law, the grave 
danger of unresolved anger, the need to respect the personhood of others 
while objecting to the wrongs committed by them.  Jesus taught personal       
integrity is dependent upon the reliability of one’s word and actions. Overall, 
the sermon teaches that by being in a committed personal relationship with 
God, the challenges of life will not overcome us, harden our hearts, or allow 
worry and fear to sabotage ability to live fully and free. 

      (continued on next page) 
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SEPTEMBER 
 
 

Sunday — 9:30 a.m. — Coffee/Social Time — Fellowship Hall 
 

Sunday — 10:00 a.m. — Sunday School — 11:00 a.m. — Morning Worship Service 
 

Wednesday — 10:30-11:15 a.m. — Prayer & Praise Service — Sanctuary 
 

Wednesday — 12:30-3:00 p.m. — WCCC Art Class — Fellowship Hall 
 

Wednesday — 7:30 p.m. — Chancel Choir — Sanctuary 
 

Thursday — 7:00-8:00 p.m. — Cub Scouts — Fellowship Hall (beginning Sept. 19) 

Sept. 8 8:30 a.m. Men’s Fellowship Breakfast  

  Meeting in the Fellowship  

  Hall. 

 

 11”00 a.m. Pastor Sam will be out of town 

  — guest speaker is Dr. Streeter 

  from Chowan University. 

 

 12:00 p.m. Rally Day Picnic on the  

  grounds (see pg. 6 for details). 

 

Sept. 9 7:00 p.m. Women’s Fellowship Meeting in 

  the Fellowship Hall.  All ladies 

  in the church are encouraged 

  to join us and learn all about  

  the special projects we have  

  planned for the new year. 

 

Sept. 15 11:00 a.m. Service of Holy Communion. 

 

  

 

(continued from page 1)    

So why is the chosen mindset of so many people firmly committed upon literally and philosophically 
building upon the sand?  There is great historical evidence, not limited to ancient religious texts, of     
victories won not by the plans of men but the hand of God, or, for the sake of cultural and political      
correctness the hand of Providence. Yet because through the dimness of mortal eyes the justness and 
fairness of providence is not fully understood, it is easily dismissed as happenstance or luck. The great 
evil of our present day is to believe we can provide for our own security and wellbeing without the     
assistance of God. We are on sinking sand. 

Prayers, choices and behavior that initiates, nurtures and acknowledges a servant relationship to the 
living God are needed to replace the mindset advocating that God take specific action according to our 
will. If as we believe prayer is a two-way conversation, visualize this: God is in the church pew deep in 
prayer: “My daughters and sons of the earth, blessed in creation, my kingdom come, my will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. I have given you even this day your daily bread, I have forgiven you so, I ask that 
you be as forgiving to others. Although there is evil to tempt me otherwise, allow me to deliver you to 
safety. For mine is the kingdom, power and glory forever.”  

“What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? …In all these things 
we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.” – Romans 8:31, 37 
 

         Your servant in Christ,  
         Pastor Sam 
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 Happy  New  Year!!   Summer break  is  over   and  I  hope 
you  are  ready  for  another  year  of   working together.  
 
 This year I have chosen as a theme  Psalm:119:105. 

 
“Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.” 

 
                      God’s Word           His Light           My Path 
 
 Together we will look to his word for guidance, seek his light and prayerfully find  
our path of service to our church and community. 
 
 Thank you  to those board members  and circle leaders  who came out in August  to 
make  proposals  for your consideration at this meeting. Please join us at our meeting 
September 9  at 7:00 p.m.  We will vote on  these goals  and projects  for the year and 
need the help of  all  the ladies  of  our church to  complete them. Women’s Fellowship is a 
time where we can work  together and find a special bond as women. 
 
 A special thank you to Becky Gwaltney and Fran Smith for leading our September 
meeting and the M&M Circle for hosting. As always we appreciate the work of Nancy 
Bland in preparing our yearbook. 
 

 Together we can make things happen as 
we move along our path in His light. 
 
   
     Connie Yeatman, President 
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 I had the privilege a few weeks  ago to attend the “Music in the Carolinas” conference 
hosted by Kempke Music Company.  This was a conference similar to the ones I have attended 
in the past, but on a much smaller scale.  The smaller and more intimate gathering was a     
blessing for me, as I got to know musical directors and accompanists from several other 
churches.  The conference, held in Duncan, South Carolina, was a three-day presentation of new 
music from a number of different publishing houses, with the composers and arrangers being 
present to give us a true feel for not only the music but the story behind the songs.  Kempke is a 
family owned and operated business, and I was pleased to meet the owner and her daughter.  
We’re now on a first name basis, and I am pleased to once again have a relationship with a    
company that both understands and caters to the unique nature of church music and musicians. 
 
 I purchased a number of new items for our choir, including our annual Christmas cantata, 
a new book series which has many songs in them, and octavos of new arrangements.  We will be 
rehearsing these beginning in September, and my prayer is that this music will be pleasing to 
your ear and a blessing to your heart. 
 
 I was delighted to see Marty Parks (pictured to the 
right) on the program for the conference.  Marty is a      
second generation musical giant in the world of Christian 
music.  His father, Joe Parks, wrote many of the familiar 
songs presented by choirs throughout the years, and 
Marty has carried on his legacy with style and grace.  
Marty holds a special place in the musical hearts of our 
choir, as he is the composer of our Christmas cantatas for 
the past few years.  Marty writes and arranges cantatas, 
particularly  at Christmas, in a special genre of Christian 
music which works well with our choir.  I had several  
conversations with Marty, thanking him for the music that 
God has provided through him, as well as sharing my 
thoughts on various aspects of church music. 
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 My friend Jay Rouse (pictured to the left) 
was in attendance as well and directed several 

of reading sessions of new music.  Many of our 
special music presentations through the years 
have been the work of Jay Rouse, as his style 
and arrangements suited our voices and met the 
needs of our choir very well.  Jay is how I found 
out about this conference.  The gathering I had 
attended for many years stopped two years ago 
when the lady who coordinated it for Christian 
Supply passed away.  I have known Jay for a 
number of years, and through chats on         
Facebook in early July, found out he would be 
participating in this conference, and that it was 
not too late to register.  In addition to                
experiencing Jay’s presentation of his music, 
time permitted he and I to visit with one           

another (a Starbucks trip) for a couple of hours, where we shared our experiences and visions 
for our individual church ministries as well as our lives in general.  If you have been to a Sandy 
Patti concert, you have most likely seen Jay and heard him perform exquisitely, as he traveled 
with her to concert venues all over the country as her piano accompanist.   Jay has been, and 
continues to be, a blessing to choirs and congregations, and I value his friendship. 

 
Attending “Music in the Carolinas” was truly a blessing for me, and I appreciate the    

opportunity to attend conferences of this nature.  It was a much needed refresher for me in my 
walk with God through music.  And the exciting part — I won free registration to another      
conference of my choosing, hosted by Kempke Music.  I look forward to that in the next year or 
so. 

 
Back at home . . . be sure to mark your calendars for Sunday, December 15, 2019, for our 

annual Christmas cantata, “Repeat the Sounding Joy.”  As we prepare for our presentation of 
the story of Christmas through song, as well as preparation for our Sunday music, our choir and 
I covet your prayers for our voices (and in my case, my heart and lungs) that we may always be 
a blessing to each of you and to glorify God in all that we say and do. 

 
        Sid 
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 Our Annual Rally Day Picnic on the grounds, sponsored by the 
Board of Christian Education,  will be held Sunday, September 8th, 
immediately following the worship service.  Hot dogs, hamburgers 
and beverage will be provided, and you are asked to bring a side or 
dessert to share. This  promises 
to be a fun event and we hope 
everyone will stay after the  
worship service for this special 
time of good food and              
fellowship! 
 
 Mark your calendars!!!! 
 

 
 
 

Continue to enjoy the art work in the lobby and  Fellowship Hall provided by the       

students in the WCC Adult Art Classes. 
 

 Art is good for the mental and physical health.  Fall art classes begin on         
September 4th at 12:30 p.m.; artist intensive time begins at 11:30 a.m.     

Sketching  requested, good for any artist, especially me.  Three-in-one class:     
Independent Artist, Established Artist and Beginners — new student are welcome. 

 
 Now is a good time to purchase art work for Christmas while prices are           

reasonable.  As fame grows prices may go up.  See me if 
you see something you would like and I will pass it on to 

the artist. 
 

      Hannah Wise Holland 
       Instructor 
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The wedding of Heather Watson and Bryan Boyette took place on August 10, 2019, at our church  
followed by a reception at Harley’s Haven.   The wedding was officiated by the groom’s uncle,         
Reverend Burt Pearce. 
 
Heather is the daughter of Stanley and Donna Watson and the granddaughter of Roger Feske and the 
late Joyce Feske and Garlon and Lila Watson.   Bryan is the son of David and Mary Charlotte Boyette 
and the grandson  of the late Charlie and Marie Pearce and Albert and Dorothy Boyette. The couple 
are making their home in Franklin, Virginia. 
 
Our congratulations and best wishes to Bryan and Heather as they begin their life together! 
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Sunday School — 10:00 a.m. 

 
Morning Worship — 11:00 a.m. 

                                                          

 

Pastor:  R. Samuel Askew 

 

Administrative Secretary/Treasurer:   Nancy Bland 

 

Music Director:  Sid Neighbours 

 

Audio Technicians:  Mike & Courtney Roggmann 

 

    Church Office Hours:  Monday, Wednesday thru Friday —  

   9:00-1:00 p.m.  

 

Attendance 

Date  

 
 Attendance 

7/28/19  61 

8/4/19  50 

8/11/19  55 

8/18/19  59 

8/25/19  70 

* Includes Pledges/ Basket Offering/           

Donations to Building Fund/Missions Fund 

 $13,429.00 

7/28/19—8/28/19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday mornings, 9:30 a.m., WCC Fellowship Hall 

 

Join us for coffee and social time before Sunday School 


